
It’s hard to believe that it is now 3 
months since our last Presidents 
message and 2 months since my 
election at the AGM. The time has 
been a fast learning curve for me 
as I got used to the regular, and 
some times irregular, operations of 
the Group. 
 
This time also coincided with 
Spring, when we have an influx of 
young birds and animals that get 
themselves into trouble of one sort 
or another and need the 
assistance of a wildlife res-
cuer / carer to try to set 
things right. This season 
there seems to have been a 
real influx of animals, 
mostly kangaroos, walla-
bies and possums, that re-
quired attention, bringing 
many of our carers to full 
capacity as far as facilities 
are concerned. 
 
I suppose this means that the gen-
eral public is becoming more 
aware of the need for rescue and 
rehabilitation of our native animals 
and are willing to report these inci-
dents to us. It also means that our 
carers are now coping with multi-
ple animals, whether birds or 
mammals, and are really feeling 
the pinch both physically and fi-
nancially. This situation also im-
pacts on my other role as Head 
Coordinator, as I try to find carers 
who are able to take some of this 

increasing flow of animals needing 
care.     
 
Another concern is that there are 
very few members who are listed as 
rescuers that can be called on when 
we get a call from someone who has 
found an injured bird or animal. In 
fact there are several parts of 
NANA territory which have no resi-
dent rescuers, or carers, which 
means that we have to call on mem-
bers to travel some distance to make 

the rescue. 
 
So, my request 
to all members 
for the coming 
year is that you 
g ive  so me 
thought to how 
you can assist 
in the running 
of our group 

that you are willing to be a member 
of. If you can not rescue or care for 
animals, there is always a need for 
helpers at fund-raising days, or 
makers of animal pouches or nest 
boxes, or contributing articles of 
interest to the newsletter... 
 
Now that I have told you the bad 
news, the good news is that Christ-
mas is coming and the Committee 
and myself wish each and every 
member a safe and happy Christmas 
Season.   
John Meany�

From the President�
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Native Animal Network Assoc. 
P.O. Box 666 
NOWRA  NSW  2541 
 
24 Hr Rescue Hot Line: 
 0418 427 214 
 

 Email:  nana@nana.asn.au 
 
Submissions close for the March 
issue 15th Feb 2008. All material 
to the editor by this date please. 
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HELP REFERENCE  PAGE 

 
 
Head Co-Ordinator 
John Meany             4422.7367 
                                 0429.091787 
Flying Fox/Microbat 
Co-Ordinator 
Gerry Hawkins        4423.1635 
                                 0414.931452 
 
Area Co-Ordinators - 
 
Bay & Basin to Sussex Inlet 
Yvonne Mason         44437076 
                                 0429.433394 
 
Buxton - Wollondilly Area 
Gisela & Trevor Van Steenbergen 
                                 0411.985044 
 
Bega, Lower South Coast 
Ray & Berice Alcock  6493.0357 
 
Nowra, Callala, Culburra, Kiama, 
Gerringong 
Judy Bailey               4423.3261 
 
Milton/Ulladulla, Mollymook 
Marie & Lou Gardner   
                                   4455 4827 
 
Queanbeyan/Braidwood 
Barbara & Bill Bateman 
                                   4842.2247 
 
Southern Highlands 
Pam Maynard             4841.0221 
 

AREA CO-ORDINATORS 

 
 
President :    
John Meany               4422.7367 
                                  0429.091787 

 
Vice Pres: 
Gerardine Hawkins   4423.1635 
                                  0414.931452 
 
Treasurer :    
Joy Weatherall          4443.3272 
                                   0417.677917  
 
Secretary :     
Jenny Packwood        4441.8102 
                                   0418.497345  
 
Education/Training Officer: 
Heather Davitt           4423.4271 
                                   0402.802789  
 
Membership Officer: 
Virginia McLafferty  4443.8926 
                                   0405.511956  
 
Assets/Equipment  Officer 
Judy Bailey                4423.3261 
 
Committee: 
Norm Webb               4443.5080 
Suzy Bartlett              4443.9223 
 
 
Non-Committee Positions - 
 
Rescue Phone Co-ordinators 
Elaine Beattie       0412.457712 
Sharon Pugh         4447.3829 
                              0414.232969 
 
Librarian: 
Yvonne Mason      4443.7076 
                               0429.433394 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Kerie Sonnerdale   4454.0267 
                                  
Email:   kerie.g@bigpond.com 

COMMITTEE  
MEMBERS 

 
 

NANA MEETINGS 
 

2nd Wednesday each month 
 

Sanctuary Point 
Community Centre, 
Paradise Beach Rd 

Sanctuary Point 
 

Time:  7.30 pm 
 

Refreshments provided 
 
 

2008 dates 
 

January – no meeting 

13th February 

12th March 

9th April 

14th May 

11th June 

9th July 

13th August   AGM 

What is it? 
Ringtail possum 

Sugar glider 
Brush tail possum 

Answers to the editor by the next  
Meeting, 12th Dec. 

MEETING 
DATES 
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N.A.N.A.  ANIMAL REFERENCE NOS: 
1. Ring your Head Co-Ordinator, John Meany, as soon as 
you rescue or receive a furry ie any kangaroo, possum, 
glider, bandicoot, echidna, etc.    

 
 If you are in the Far South Coast Area, ring Ray Alcock 
for the relevant information. 

 
�� The animal will be given a NANA reference number 
and our Head Coordinator will help you with any problems 
and place the animal with an experienced carer.  If a joey, 
young possum, etc. it must be paired with another.  You 
must advise the Head Coordinator within 12 hours of the 
animal coming into care in all cases.  

 
2. Ring your Area Coordinator as soon as possible after 
a bird comes into care. 
 
�� The bird will be given a NANA reference number 
and your co-ordinator will advise regarding placing the bird 
with a carer.  All chicks and young birds must be paired up 
to prevent human bonding!!   If you are caring for an in-
jured bird yourself, contact your buddy for assistance with 
treatment.  Injured adult birds do not need to be paired up 

 
 

Vet Treatment: 
 When veterinary treatment is necessary, enquire about the 
costs and if likely to be more 
than $30 you must discuss this 
with a committee member for 
approval to go beyond this 
amount before proceeding with 
the treatment, failure to do so 
will incur a vet fee for you. 
(NANA will not pay for any 
treatment to a native animal unless this vital phone call is 
made). 
 

 
PLEASE SEND IN YOUR STATISTICS  -   
For all members allocating NANA numbers, please return 
your monthly stats sheets to NANA, PO Box 666, 
NOWRA  2541 after the end of each month.   This will 
enable us collate the stats so we can let you know the 
number and types of animals that come into care and 
where they are coming from.   We will then be able to 
identify hot spots and try and alleviate any problems in 
specific areas.   The more details you can supply the bet-
ter. 

 
For Far South Coast,  please contact Ray Alcock at the end of 
each month so he can complete and return his statistics sheet. 
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DO YOU NEED ASSISTANCE WITH FOOD PURCHASES: 
 
Keep receipts for all money you spend on food (other than bird seed) 
for the animals or birds in your care. These should show full details 
of the products purchased.  Return these together with a list of the 
animals which you are feeding and the NANA reference nos. to our 
Treasurer, at PO Box 666 Nowra 2541.  You will then be entitled to 
claim a refund of 25% of the total amount to a maximum of $40 per 
month. 
 
If you have an excessive number of animals or birds in care at any 
one time, you may also make a claim for assistance for a short pe-
riod.  Just send us a letter with all the details, to the committee for 
consideration. 

Extracts from Dept. of Environment & Climate Change 
Licence Conditions: 
 
“2.     The licensee may issue an authority to operate un-
der the terms of this licence only to a person who:  
 
a)  resides within the area defined ………… 
b)  is over the age of 18 years;  and 
c)  has either undertaken appropriate and relevant basic 

and or specialist training for the rescue and/or reha-
bilitation/hand-raising of the fauna that person will 
come into contact with, or has relevant previous ex-
perience that justifies the licensee exempting that 
person from relevant basic or specialist training.”….. 

 
“6.     The licensee will maintain an annual record (for 
each twelve months period commencing 1 July and end-
ing on 30 June of the following year) listing the species, 
date, location of original encounter and purpose for the 
taking into care of all native fauna rescued or relocated, 
where housed and the date and location of release, eutha-
nasia or other fate of that fauna within that 12 month 
period.  This record will be made available for inspection 
upon the request of any authorized officer of the Depart-
ment.” …….. 
 
“8.     To facilitate the registration and follow-up of the 
fate of each animal, the licensee shall make it a condition 
of all authorities issued by it to individual foster carers 
that they shall report, within seven days and in a manner 
determined by the licensee and to a person nominated by 
the licensee, the rescue or acquisition by any other means 
of every animal that comes into their possession for the 
purposes authorized by this licence.”……….. 



��������	��
����
���������
�����������

It has taken a while, but we are now 
pleased to announce that NANA has been 
officially granted Deductible Gift Recipi-
ent Status for donations made to the 
‘Native Animal Network Association 
Fund’ 
 
What does this mean? 
 
It means that any person can now make a 
donation to the NANA Fund, and will be 
issued with a tax deductible receipt, 
which they can then claim as a deduction 
against their personal, or business, tax 
return.  
 
Quoting from the relevant tax documen-
tation: 
 
As is the way with the Tax office, all 
rules and regulations are quite compli-
cated, but in simple speak: 

�������

Tax break for donations!�
 �� Donations should be made to the Na-

tive Animal Network Association 
Fund (not to Native Animal Network 
Association) 

�� An official tax deductible receipt will 
be issued 

�� You claim the tax deduction on your 
next tax return. 

 
It is important to remember that the pur-
chase of raffle tickets, items at auction, 
fundraising dinners etc DO NOT meet the 
requirements of a ‘gift’ for this purpose. 
 
More information will be supplied to 
members in the future if we determine any 
conditions which are particularly relevant 
to our membership activities. 
 
We sincerely hope that this will now make 
it much easier for us to attract more dona-
tions from benevolent friends of NANA. 
 

If you live in the Shoalhaven, you can help NANA when you shop! Thanks to a unique, new fundraising program: Raise4Fun. All funds go 
straight to nominated NANA project. Our first project target is to raise $1000 towards the grey-headed flying foxes crèche and release costs for 
2007/2008. 
 
How it works is simple and straightforward. Shoalhaven businesses give donations to NANA, just when we do our regular shopping at regular 
prices. Just select and print any ‘fundraising ticket’ from http://www.raise4fun.com.au/ and bring it in when you shop. There are now over 40 
businesses participating in the program. 
 
For example: Brake Pro Nowra gives a $5 donation if we purchase $100 of their services/ products. It’s simple: if you need to get your brakes 
repaired anyway, why not bring in this ‘ticket’… you’ll help the orphaned flying foxes at the same time!  
 
Your NANA Committee has agreed to participate in this fundraising program and feels that it offers a painless way to raise funds from our 
regular activities. There are many other charitable organizations that have signed up to the program such as local schools and the Shoalhaven 
Lions Linear Accelerator and Cancer Treatment Fundraising Appeal. The choice of where to shop, and who to support is yours!  

 
With Raise4Fun, the benefits are clear: 
�� NANA gets 100% of the funds raised (How so? Simply because the businesses pay for the advertising, so all of the funds 

are passed on to NANA) 
�� It costs NANA nothing to participate 
�� Fundraising happens whenever we go shopping – just for things we were going to buy in the first place 
�� http://www.raise4fun.com.au/ is free, quick, safe and easy to use 
�� You’ll never get SPAM, etc from them 
�� You can even track each ‘ticket’ you print and use, verifying that it reached NANA safely 
 
No Internet at home? No worries: the Shoalhaven’s public libraries  support Raise4Fun (so you can use their computers).  
Questions? Just visit http://www.raise4fun.com.au/ and click on the picture of the little girl saying “Shhhh” – in 3 minutes, she 
explains it all very clearly. Then you’ll understand why Raise4Fun is such a benevolent and rewarding, win-win fundraising so-
lution. (Fundraising info for orphaned flying foxes at http://www.raise4fun.net/Forms/CharityProjectDetails.aspx?id=25) 
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Over 24 courses were offered in the last year 
ranging from a two hour Basic Rescue to a 4 
day macropod course. 

We finished the education year with 6 new 
members attending a Basic Rescue and 
Phone course in October.   

We do not anticipate such a heavy schedule 
again next year and hope that NANA mem-
bers will take the opportunity to join some of 
the other groups for their specialist training.   

The following is a tentative schedule for next 
year.  Please check the website or call 
Heather closer to the month for exact date, 
time, venue, etc. 
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February 21st:  Basic Rescue starts  5.30pm.  
  Phone procedures starts  7.30pm. finish 9pm. 
Cost:  $12.00 for manuals. 
Venue:    42 Glenoak Way, Nowra Hill    
 
February: Basic Bird Rescue & Rehabilitation  
March/April: Possums—Basic & Advanced 
May/June: Basic Rescue 
  24hr Rescue Phone 
  Basic Bird Rescue & Rehabilitation 
July:              Basic Blue Tongue 
  Basic Flying Fox 
  Advanced Flying Fox 
  Microbats 
August:         Basic Bird 
Oct/Nov: Basic Rescue 
  24hr Rescue Phone 
  Basic Bird Rescue and Rehabilitation 

�� Use the newsletter and website to 
promote other organizations’ 
courses.  

�� Have a minimum number of peo-
ple 

�� Take deposits for some courses 
which involve paid instructors 
and/or hall hire. 

 
Heather Davitt 

11th. September 2007 

Scouts   3 
Community Ctrs  7 
Schools   11 
Boys Town  1 
TAFE Talks  2 
 

Some goals for the coming year. 
 
�� Have a set training schedule for 

the year organized, placed on the 
web site by the end of February.   

�������

��������	
����	�	
�
����������������

���������	
��
�	

There will be other courses available from outside our group which will be passed on to members as soon as possible. 
  
As the Coordinator I tried to survey members at the end of last year to see what was needed and wanted in the way of training.  
With help from some of our members we had some fantastic training days about possums, wombats, flying foxes, bats, and 
raptors.   
A weekend of training was conducted in Bega for our members there and training material was left for them to do more and 
standardized training. 
 
Other training days were made easier by the volunteer members who helped with setup and morning teas, etc. Also with the 
help of members, there were many more community talks than I was able to do on my own. 
 
There were suggestions made to me about advertising and guests experts that were put into place and will continue next year. 

Number of Courses 
Basic Rescue   5   Basic Bird  4 
Phone    3   Wombat   2 
Possums and Gliders  1   Raptor    1 
Flying fox basic   5    Flying fox advanced  1 
Micro-bat   5    Macropod   2 
 
Courses were also available through WIRES and Seabird Rescue. 

You know summer is coming - when 
the Channel Bill Cuckoos, Koels and 
chicks start arriving! 
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Keith Foley                 Nowra 
Ronnie Kroon           Sussex Inlet 
Liam McManus            Brogo 
Nicholas Gibson         Basin View 
Lynette Holmes            Yerriyong 
Vincent Mainey            Yerriyong 
Peter O'Keefe              Sussex Inlet 
Leah Petersen              Nowra 
Denis Cale                   Basin View 
Amanda Lee                Basin View 
Chris Jones                  Callala Bay 
Ellen Jennings              Wandandian 
  

Virginia McLafferty 
Membership Officer 

If there is anyone who can go up in that 
time it would be really appreciated.  
 

It is costing about $1000 a week to han-
dle this crisis. Please contact Jenny 
Maclean if you can help in some way. 
 
Jenny Maclean 
President / Secretary 
Tolga Bat Rescue and Research Inc 
PO Box 685 Atherton 4883  
07 4091 2683 
www.tolgabathospital.org 
www.wildlifefriendlyfencing.com 

The Tolga Bat hospital is inundated 
with bats suffering from tick paraly-
sis. The season started on the 3rd  
November and continues. 
 
They now have over 200 babies,  with 
over 100 sent away to other carers. 
They have over 150 adults who have 
survived tick paralysis, many of them 
females with young. It is a massive 
amount of work for a small team. The 
Tolga Bat Hospital are in great need 
of help from 10th December until mid 
to late January. 
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This sugar glider was rescued 
from the middle of Illaroo Rd, 
held for a couple of days, then  

released back: 
Thanks Steve and Lynne 

The Wildlife rescue community was shocked with the sudden 
death of Lance Ferris on Sunday 14th October 2007 in 
Ballina. 
 
Lance was the founder and driving force behind the 
“Australian Seabird Rescue” group.  
 
Lance held several training courses on seabird rescue and  
rehabilitation, for NANA 
over the past few years. 
His lessons will not be 
forgotten.     

Spectacled Flying fox 
Photo: Pru Harvey 
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The witnesses have reported the mat-
ter to the RSPCA, EPA and the  
Police.  
EDITOR’S NOTE: It will be interest-
ing to see if this is followed up as the 
perpetrators are rarely found.  We will 
keep you informed!! 
 
 

 

An horrendous needless attack oc-
curred on a small flying fox colony 
near Mackay this week. Witnesses 
have found dead and injured bats in 
trees, some with broken limbs that 
looked like they had been bashed,  
some flying foxes had been shot and 
there was blood all over the trees.  
A 44gallon drum full of the burnt re-
mains of dozens of bats was also 
found,  one live injured bat was also 
found in the drum. 
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Pup 

Little Forrest Bat with Pup 
Photo: Jenny Packwood 
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A Wild Life       Field guide to the seabirds of Australia & the world  
 Mare Carter      Tuck & Heinzel 
Amazing Facts about Australian Birds      Foliage Birds – Aus Birds & their favourite plants       
 Steve Parish      George Martin Adams 
Australian Bats       Guide to Basic Health & Disease in Birds  
 Sue Churchill – donated by L & S Amesbury    Mike Cannon 
Australian Bird Life       Guide to the most commonly kept Marsupials & native rodents  
 Charles Barrett      Donna Overton   
Australian Birds & mammals      Identification of chicks, Nestlings & Fledglings of Aust. Birds 2006  
 Frank Haddon      Norma Henderson WIRES 
Australian Goannas      Illustrated Encyclopaedia of Aust Wildlife 
 M Vincent, S Wilson      Michael Morcombe 
Australian Magpie Biology & Behaviour    In the Wild with Harry Butler  
 Gisela Kaplan      ABC 
Australian Marsupials and other Native Mammals                 Introduction to the Rescue and Care of Koalas 
 Michael Morcombe      NATF / A Koosmen 
Australian Mammals - Biology & Captive Management     Jacinta's Dilemma      
 Stephen Jackson      Maureen Webb  – donated by M. Webb 
Australian Mammals in the wild        Kangaroo 
 Harry Frauca  – donated by L & S Amesbury   Caroline Arnold 
Australian Nature Trail (the)       Kangaroos and wallabies of Australia 
 Vincent Serventy – donated by L & S Amesbury   Dave Watts 
Australia's Amazing Wildlife     Keeping Blue-Tongue Lizards 
 Bay Books       Grant Turnter 
Biology of Possums & Gliders     Keeping Long-Necked Turtles 
 Goldingay & Jackson      Darren Green 
Birds of Australia      Macropology 
 J.D. MacDonald      Cheryl Dooley 
Birds of the night: owls, frogmouths and nightjars of Aus    Marsupials of Tasmania 
 David Hollands      Tasmanian Museum 
Care & Handling of Aust native animals: emergency care   Medical Management of Birds of Prey 
& captive management  Suzanne J Hand     Patrick T Redig  
Care of Australian reptiles in captivity    Microbat (Microchiroptera)     
 John Weigel      Gerardine Hawkins – donated by  G Hawkins 
Care of Australian wildlife     People & nature conservation: Bennett, Clark & Backhouse 
 Erna Walraven      (private land use and endangered species recovery)   
Caring for Australian native birds    Nest boxes for wildlife: a practical guide 
 Heather Parsons      A & S Franks 
Caring for Australian Wildlife     Raising Archie  
 Sharon White      Richard Morecroft  -  donated by Richard Morecroft 
Caring for Possums      Rescue, Rehabilitation & Release of Aust Birds 
 Barbara Smith      Chris Lloyd WIRES  
Close to Nature      Rescuing the Australian Pelican 
 Lennart Nilsson      Lance Ferris 
Echidna       Res & Bas Care of Blue tongued Lizards&Est Long Necked Turtles  
 Internet print-out      Carla Jacket 
Fauna of Australia Vol 1a General Articles   Small Mammals of NSW 2002 
 Donated by the CSIRO     Norma Henderson WIRES 
Fauna of Australia Vol 1b Mammalia    Techniques for the Treatment of Sick, Injured or Oiled Penguins 
 Donated by the CSIRO     Rosalind Jessop, Margaret Healy 
Fauna of Australia Vol 2a Amphibia & Reptilia -    Threatened and Extinct Birds of Australia 
 donated by the CSIRO      Stephen Garnett 
Field Guide to Australian Birds    What Animal is That? 
 Michael Morcombe      Harry Frauca 
Field Guide to the Birds of Australia    Wildlife Health Investigations 
 Simpson & Day      Dr Karrie Rose 
Field Guide to the Birds of Australia    Woodlands - a disappearing landscape (CSIRO) 
 Pizzey & Knight      David Lindenmayer, Mason Crane, Damian Michael 
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We get so little good news, that it is worth repeating when we hear some.  After 
nomination in September 2003, and a Preliminary Determination on the 10th No-
vember 2006, at long last the Scientific Committee made a Final Determination to 
list the Loss of Hollow-bearing Trees as a Key Threatening Process.  

The Determination is on the National Parks and Wildlife web site, and 
was gazetted on October 5th this year. 

This year's conference in Perth had 
some outstanding speakers from all over 
Australia, and our own Steve Amesbury 
was the master of ceremonies for the 
four day conference. 

The 2008 conference  looks to be one of 
the best and it is only a short drive over 
to the ACT this time, so start saving your 
pennies now.   

For more information, please check their 
website: www.nwrc.com.au. 

The 2008 Conference will be in Canberra 
next year at the end of July 2008.  Al-
though over six months away, the com-
mittee is working hard and has already 
arranged over 20 speakers, including 
someone from NANA.  

The organisers will be calling for more 
speakers soon. The conference will 
be held over five days, but not all days 
will be spent indoors, with an entire day in 
the middle being set aside for an excur-
sion and networking between delegates 
from around Australia. 
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were in attendance.  The Coun-
cil is trying to confirm funding 
for the State-Wide insurance 

policy to cover 
all wildlife 
groups (as for 
last year).  

The Council 
will be listing 
the develop-

ment of State-Wide minimum 

standards as a priority, and is 
looking for ways to gather input 
from across the sector. 

NWC has recently taken a stand 
opposing Singleton Council’s 
application to cull Flying Foxes 
in Burdekin Park. 

If you have any questions , visit 
them at www.nwc.org.au or ask 
our representatives. 

The new NANA committee has 
re-appointed Steve Amesbury 
and President John Meany as 
representatives on the 
NSW Wildlife Council. 
The Council had a two-
day meeting recently, to 
do some strategic plan-
ning for the year ahead.   

Representatives, from 
wildlife groups across the state 

 	���!���������"��	�����

“Steve Amesbury and 

President John Meany as 

representatives on the NSW 

Wildlife Council”�
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Kookaburra season has arrived again!!    
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ting the blobs from the ends of these feath-
ers and was prepared to keep him in care 
until he grew new feathers and was able to 
fly.  
 I know my local kookas, some of which I 

had raised and released, 
some had come in with no 
tail feathers, badly dam-
aged flight feathers but 
they were still able to fly 
perfectly. 
 
So I took a major risk and 

cut the blobs off as close to the end of the 
feathers as possible.  Shock  horror!!   
This is a major no no as birds cannot fly 
with damaged feathers so I had been 
taught.  
 
Next morning I put him into my sunny 
aviary as he was not happy in the carry 
cage.   Guess what – he flew straight up to 
the highest perches!   I left him there for 
the rest of the day to recuperate and my 
thinking process started again.   Maybe I 
can take him back and reunite him with 
his parents.  I knew exactly where he had 
come from.  So next morning I took him 
back to his territory in the carry cage.   He 
started cackling in the cage, I watched and 
waited for a few minutes and sure enough, 
the locals turned up making the usual 
raucous noises.  I opened the cage, junior 
flew up to join them, they all laughed 
together and I had had another successful 
reuniting and release. 
 
Since this first experience, I had two more 

the next year and have just bathed and 
released another one this week.  The last 
two have been nowhere as bad as the first 
so I only needed to clip a few feathers.  
My suspicions are that they have come 
from eucalyptus tees which has gum drip-
ping into the nest which then sticks to the 
ends of the pin feathers.   
 
If you rescue a bird that has the same 
symptoms, please don’t hesitate to give 
me a call and we can check him out to see 
if he is suitable for the same treatment.     I 
don’t recommend this as a normal treat-
ment for all birds – these are extreme and 
special cases. 
 
Jenny Packwood�

For the third season in a row kookaburra 
fledglings have been brought to me cov-
ered in a very sticky substance which 
hinders their ability to fly and they just 
plummet to the ground and can’t get back 
up into the trees.  They 
came in with large blobs of 
something on the very 
ends of their feathers 
which was weighing them 
down.   
 
When the first one came in 
I thought he had landed in an oil slick, 
then we thought he had been burnt in a 
fire, but on examination he was quite 
healthy, had no injuries and was squawk-
ing very loudly in protest. His gooey 
feathers hang down over his eyes, he had 
trouble seeing. 
 
What to do – I asked several members but 
they had not seen it before. I started with 
the easiest solution first, I bathed him in 
warm water, instantly the goo started to 
dissolve and come off.  This was simple, 
so I kept changing to clean water and after 
5 minutes or so, when he had had enough, 
I towel dried him and placed him in a cage 
under a heat lamp.  
 
After three baths, he still had a few large 
lumps hanging on the ends of some of the 
body, wing and head feathers which dan-
gling over his eyes. 
I gave him a test flight in the aviary but 
this was not very successful.  
I thought about the consequences of cut-

“I thought he had landed in an 

oil slick”�

Feathertail Glider raised from 
2g, released at 9g  
Photo: G.Hawkins 
 

Kookaburra with sap balls on his head 
Photo: J. Packwood 
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 Rescue, Rehabilitation & Release 
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�Email: nana@nana.asn.au  
Web: www.nana.asn.au  �
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NANA are proud to be sponsored by: 
 
International Fund for Animal Welfare 
National Parks & Wildlife Service 
Shoalhaven City Council 
Shoalnet 
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