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From the President 
 
For anyone who has forgotten, it is time to renew your NANA membership. I 
was thinking how good it would be if we really could ‘re-new’.  Remember what 
it was like when we were new to all this? How exciting it was to be contributing 
to something worthwhile?  How much energy we focused on what we were 
trying to achieve? 

It is all too easy to get distracted by side-issues. This is a good a time to re-focus 
on our key objectives: 

Rehabilitate Wildlife 
Preserve Habitat 
Raise Awareness 

I recently read a long argument that proved beyond doubt that if wildlife groups 
had no borders, then wildlife would be better off: the next day I read an even 
longer argument that proved conclusively that if wildlife groups had no borders, 
that wildlife would be worse off. 

If those two people had spent the same time building a possum box, maybe at 
least a couple of animals would have genuinely been better off! 

As it is, they achieved nothing, and convinced no-one. 

For our association to focus on our primary objectives, we need to forget such 
distractions. We need to rebuild, with people who are focussed, energetic, 
positive, trained and supported. 

If there are problems, we need to talk them 
through, or to address them in a 
constructive and positive manner, so that 
we can grow and improve. But if someone 
just wants to gossip, or involve us in 
politics, just turn away. There is so much 
for us to do to rescue wildlife, and help 
preserve their habitat. This is no time for 
distraction. 

It is time to renew, refocus and rebuild. 

 

NANA Social event 
We are planning another social BBQ on July 29 
(11am start) at Greenfield’s Beach (Jervis Bay). 

To get there, follow the Wool Rd to the Vincentia 
Shops, then follow Elizabeth Drive to where it 
changes into Sutton Street. Keep going until you 
arrive at Greenfield’s reserve.  Craigies map 13 M9. 

NANA will supply sausage sandwiches, but you can 
bring your own meat if you prefer. This event is for 
old and new members. There is a great picnic area 
and also a large shelter shed if the weather is not fine. 
Of course if the weather is very bad the day will be 
cancelled. 

Please let us know in advance if you will be coming so that we have enough food 
to go around. Please come along, enjoy the day and get to know other NANA 
members, share stories and learn more about the group. Remember to BYO 
salad, drinks etc. For info call Norm Webb on 4443 5080. 
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Bay & Basin to Sussex Inlet 
Yvonne Mason             4443 7076 
 
Buxton - Wollondilly Area 
Gisela & Trevor Van Steenbergen      
                                   0411 985044 

Bega, Lower South Coast 
Berice & Ray Alcock   6493 0357 

Callala, Culburra, Gerringong, 
Kiama & Nowra,  
Judy Bailey                    4423 3261 
 
Milton, Mollymook, Termeil, 
Ulladulla 
Marie & Lou Gardner   4455 4827 
 
Queanbeyan 
Barbara & Bill  
Bateman                         4842 2247 
 
Southern Highlands 
Pamela Maynard            4841 0221 
 
If in doubt, ring Head Coordinator 
John Meany on 4422 7367 

 
 
 
 

 

BAT CARERS! 
If you have not already done so, 
now is the time to get your 
ABL titre levels checked and 
reported to Bat Coordinator 
Gerry Hawkins (4423 1635). 

 If your titre levels are 0.5 or 
below you will need to get a 
booster before you will be 
allowed to handle any bats.

 
 
President:   Steve Amesbury 
Vice Pres:   Norm Webb 
Treasurer:      Lynne Amesbury 
Secretary:   Jenny Packwood 
                        Joy Weatherall 
Committee:     Judy Bailey 
   Virginia McLafferty 
Head Coordinator 
John Meany            4422 7367 

Training Coordinator 
Heather Davitt                4423 4271 
 
 
Non-Committee Positions 
Phone Coordinator 
Elaine Beattie            4421 4946 

Librarian 
Yvonne Mason            4443 7076 
 
Fax:               4446 0835 
Email:              nana@nana.asn.au 
Mobile:      0418 427 214 

Native Animal Network 
Association 

P.O. Box 666 
NOWRA NSW 2541 
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Renewals are due by the end of 
June each year. If you do not 
renew by the end of July, you 
will no longer be a financial 
member and may have to apply 
for membership again. 
 
If you have any questiona bout 
the new arrangements, or  if 
you receive a membership card 
ONLY but feel you should be 
issued an authority to 
rehabilitate, contact a 
committee member ASAP.

				
 
2007/2008 Meetings 

 
8   August 
12 September (AGM) 

              10 October 
              14 November 
              12 December 
              13 February 
              12 March 
              9   April 
              14 May 
              11 June 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MEMBERS 
BARBEQUE 

 
 
Following on from the very 
successful wine tour last month 
(see story page 8) there will be 
a social event on Sunday July 
29th.  

We encourage all members, 
new and old to join us for a 
barbeque lunch. It starts at 
about 11 at Greenfield’s Beach.  

For more information, please 
call Vice President Norm Webb 
on 4443 5080. 

QUICK REFERENCE PAGE 
 

 
 
 

Sanctuary Point 
Community Centre 

Paradise Beach Road. 
Sanctuary Point 

 
Time: 7.30 p.m 

Refreshments provided 
 

Come along and meet some 
caring friends 

NANA meetings  
2nd Wednesday each month 
 

 AREA COORDINATORS  COMMITTEE   MEMBERS  MEETING DATES 

 DATES TO REMEMBER 
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Pet and People Education Program. A free 
program for all primary schools 

PetPEP is a national Kindergarten to Year 6 
education program developed by the Australian 
Veterinary Association to help young people 
understand and appreciate their responsibilities 
towards animals.  NANA has been involved in 7 
programs, reaching over 900 children. 

PetPEP aims to encourage responsible pet 
ownership and the harmonious integration of pets 
into the community.  
The program addresses topics including: 

�  being responsible for a pet  
�  the role of community agencies such as 

Council, NANA and the RSPCA in 
management of animals  

 
The program is supported  by vets and schools 
throughout NSW. It provides positive learning 
activities reinforced by practical demonstra-
tions by Vets and Vet nurses and other experts 
in animal care and management.  

Council Participation: 
Three Councils in NSW sponsor the program, and 
16 Councils provided presenters last year for over 
60 presentations in different parts of NSW. The 
three sponsoring councils are Hawkesbury, Holroyd 
and Shoalhaven.  

Heather Davitt, Gerry Hawkins and Lynne 
Amesbury have all been incolved in PetPEP 
presentations. We have received very positive 
feedback from schools, Council and the organizers. 

It is essential that children in areas such as ours 
learn to control their pets, and protect the local 
wildlife. 

 

NOTICE   B O A R D 
 
 

PetPEP  - W H A T  I S  I T ?  

DONATIONS  
NANA thanks the following 
people and organizations who 
made donations of money or 
goods to NANA: 

 
·  A Chatterton,  
·  P Kennedy,  
·  Sydney Wildlife 

 
 
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
The Annual general meeting will be held at the 
Sanctuary Point Community Centre on 
Wednesday September 12 starting at 7:30 P.M. 

A nomination form is included in this 
newsletter. To be valid, nominations for 
committee positions must be signed, and 
received in the NANA PO Box by 29th August.   

A Proxy voting form is also attached. A 
member can hold up to three proxies, and these 
must be received no later than 10 September. 
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A very special welcome to members who 
have joined NANA since the last Newsletter 

 
·  Zoe Broe,  
·  Sandra Vynes,  
·  Ron & Maree Dakin,  
·  David & Nancy Baldwin,  
·  Richard Katon,  
·  Joanne Laidlaw,  
·  Liam McManus,  
·  Keith Foley,  
·  Veronica Kroon 
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Gerry Hawkins leads the Bega Bat education session 

Wildlife rehabilitation tends to go into overdrive in 
spring and summer, so most wildlife groups try to fit in 
as much training as possible in autumn and winter. This 
year has been no exception. 

One of the highlights of this season has been the 
travelling education show, arranged by Training Officer 
Heather Davitt at the request of Ray and Berice Alcock. 

Heather and Gerardine (Gerry) Hawkins spent weeks 
preparing for the exercise, and 
with the help of Jenny 
Packwood, Joy Weatherall and 
others, updated and printed 
manuals and hand-outs and 
prepared kits for the hands-on 
sessions. 

Steve and Lynne Amesbury 
joined Gerry and Heather on the 
trip down to Bemboka (near 
Bega) where Ray had booked a 
local hall and arranged for a 
number of NANA and WIRES 
members to attend the two days 
of training. 

Training sessions included Basic 
Rescue, Rescue and 
Rehabilitation of Birds, Flying 
Foxes and Microbats. Hands-on 
sessions included bandaging 
birds and intra-peritoneal 
injections on bats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 17th and 18th March, Karen Jordan 
presented a well-attended training session on 
possums, which included detailed information 
on all of the local possum and glider species. 

On the 5th May, Linda Dennis (Fauna First 
Aid) and Shirley Lack teamed up to present a 
one-day education course on the wonderful 
world of wombats. 

In June, Peter Nolan presented his popular one 
day training session on the rehabilitation of 
raptors (see picture below). This was the first 
course to be held at the Nowra Primary school 
in Plunket Street, Nowra. It is a good, central 
venue, with plenty of parking and easy access, 
and we plan to use this for future training 
events. 

As well as organising training for our 
members, Heather and Gerry have continued 

to arrange public education sessions. Some of these have 
been through the ‘Pet Pep’ Program for school age 
children, as well as a number of talks at other 
associations and clubs. 

 

If you are interested in attending any courses, or have 
any questions about training or education, please 
contact Heather by email pdavitts@shoalhaven.net.au or 
call her on 44 234 271.  
 

 Training  A N D  E D U C A T I O N  

For new members as well as experienced carers, the best way to 
hone your skills is through ongoing training.  Members and friends 
have taken advantage of NANA’s winter training schedule  
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So, you think you know Aussie Wildlife? 
(answers on page 7) 
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A distressed, injured animal tugs at the heart strings of any person with 
a shred of decency. When the injury is the result of human behaviour 
that makes it many times worse. 

Such was the situation with a young Green Sea Turtle found on the 
shore at St Georges Basin recently. This mutilated little creature had 
somehow made its way to land and was found in someone’s backyard. 

Horribly entangled in nylon fishing line, one front flipper was already 
lost to gangrene and the opposite flipper was nearly severed by the 
same entanglement. 

The property owner called for help and phoned Wendy McFarlane 
from ORRCA. Their area of expertise is with whales, dolphins and 
seals.  But like all wildlife carers, Wendy couldn’t refuse to help an 
animal in need. A couple of quick phone calls and Terry and Virginia 
McLafferty from NANA were on their way. 

The sight that greeted them was truly horrible. The damage to the 
flippers was bad enough but the turtle also had fishing line wrapped 
around its head and neck and was emitting cries that could only be 
attributed to being in agony  

In a desperate attempt to save the turtle it was taken immediately to the 
Bay and Basin Veterinary Hospital at Tomerong. Unfortunately he 
could not be saved and the distressing but humane decision was made 
to put him to sleep permanently. 

So another animal dies from entanglement in fishing gear. It happens 
with frightening frequency.  

.  

Sea creatures suffer the same fate from entanglement in commercial 
fishing equipment. Whales, dolphins, seals, turtles, sea birds, even fish 
all fall victim to nets and lines and most of them die as a result. 

Why was this little turtle wrapped in monofilament line? We’ll never 
know but all fishos, recreational or otherwise, need to take stock of 
how they manage their gear and go to any lengths to ensure that 
nothing stays in the water that doesn’t live there. 

Wendy McFarlane & Virginia McLafferty 

 Wildlife  T R I V I A   Another  F I S H I N G  L I N E  V I C T I M  
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We heard good news last month, when Bunning’s advised 
that have agreed to `trade out` and not re-stock its supplies 
of black and white mono-filament netting. Currently this is 
sold in many of their 248 stores.  

Black `knitted` netting will be sold with installation 
instructions - provision of which is to be improved.  

Monofilament netting is a death trap for birds, bats and 
reptiles, especially when draped loosely over trees. 
  

 
A new project is under way to try and contain the damage 
being done by barbed wire.  The project was started by the 
Tolga Bat Hospital in Queensland, and is concentrating on 
that area initially. They hope to increase the influence 
nationally, so that the message gets out that barbed wire is 
a killer, and should not be used unless it is necessary. 

To get their message through, they are developing case 
studies showing the results of trialling alternate fencing 
methods. 

They are also asking wildlife rehabilitators from all 
over Australia to contribute photos and 
information about barbed wire 
injuries and net entanglements. 

To contribute, go to 
www.wildlifefriendlyfencing.com 
and click on “Rescues” to fill out the 
rescue form, or click on “Contact Us” to send 
Photographs. 

This is for ANY animal that gets entangled, not just bats. 
They already have photos and reports of Birds, Gliders and 
even a beetle!!  

 
 
 

In June, Heather Davitt received a call about a dead seal 
that had washed ashore at Durras Beach. While there was 
not much to rescue, Heather rang ORRCA to see if they 
wanted to know about this. Strangely enough, they did! 

We spoke to Ronny Ling, President of ORRCA and he 
told us what they found.  

“The seal was actually a New Zealand Fur Seal” He said. 
“It was a mature male. It was just under 2m long, and the  
discolouration and wear on the its teeth showed that the 

animal was of a fair age, estimated at over 
10 years old” 

He said that there were no obvious sign of 
injury, or cause of death, but that had been 
dead for a while.  

It was removed by NPWS for disposal. No 
necropsy was done due to the advanced 
decomposition of the carcass. 

“Unfortunately, marine mammals seam to 
decompose more rapidly than terrestrial 
mammals, so we need to perform necropsies 
a soon as possible”. 

He told us that all information is passed on 
to academic bodies on request, and to NPWS 
for the Wildlife Atlas.  

The information is also kept at ORRCA for 
cross-reference in similar cases, tracking 
species, and for use in understanding more 

about the animals and why they get into strife.  

While NANA has been called in to help in the past, we are 
not licensed to rescue Marine Mammals.  

So what do you do if you find a LIVE Seal? ORRCA 
advises: 

·  Stay at least 30m away from live seals, they may bite 
and can easily outrun you over this distance. 

·  Don’t get caught between a seal and the water – this 
cuts off their escape route 

·  Don’t herd them into the 
water, They spend about 

two thirds of their life on 
land, and they will leave when        

 they are ready 

·  Don’t feed them – they can hunt 
for food 

·  Keep dogs away at all times 

·  Approaching a marine mammal 
can be construed as harassment. It is 

illegal and can incur severe penalties 

·  Report injured marine mammals (whales, dolphins, 
seals, dugongs) to the nearest National Parks and 
Wildlife office or the 24 hour ORRCA rescue hotline  
(02) 9415 3333 (24hrs)                    

 Nets  &  W I R E  Seal  S T O R Y     
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The Course will be conducted over 1 
full day, Written assessments will be 
conducted after each session. 

Date   Saturday 28th July 2007 

Register  8.30 for a 9.00 a.m. start 

Finish  4:00 p.m. 

Cost  $15 including manual 

Venue  140 Albatross Road 
  Nowra 

 
Course Content 

·  Rescue 
·  Identification 
·  Housing & Rehabilitation 
·  Hydration fluids 

 
Contact Details 

·  Gerardine Hawkins 
·  (02) 4423 1635 
·  gerryhawkins@shoal.net.au 

 

 

 

 

 
The Course will be conducted over 1 
full day, Written assessments will be 
conducted after each session. 

Date   Saturday 11 August 2007 

Register  8.30 for a 9.00 a.m. start 

Finish  4:00 p.m. 

Cost  $5  

Venue  Sims Road 
  Gerringong 

 
Course Content 

·  Rescue 
·  Identification 
·  Feeding and Housing  
·  Basic Rehabilitation  
 

Contact Details 
·  Heather Davitt 
·  (02) 4423 4271 
·  pdavitts@shoalhaven.net.au 

 

 

 

 
The Course will be conducted over 4 
days.  

Date  Saturday 1 September  
 Sunday 2 September  
 Saturday 8 September  
 Sunday 9 September  

Register  8.30 for a 9.00 a.m. start 

Finish  4:00 p.m. 

Cost  $80 (4 Days) or $50 (2 Days)  

 
Course Content 

·  Rescue & handling techniques 
·  Nutritional requirements 
·  Rearing Unfurred Joeys 
·  Rearing Furred Joeys 
·  Signs of inadequate care 
·  Diet in Captivity 
·  Half-way Housing 
 

Venue Nowra Public School 
 Cnr Plunket & Berry Streets 
 Nowra 
 
Contact Details 

·  Heather Davitt 
·  (02) 4423 4271 
·  pdavitts@shoalhaven.net.au 

Lynda is making this trip from Qld 
especially for NANA members and 
guests. 

A deposit of $40 is required by 15/8/07 

Cheques to be payable to NANA 
  PO Box 666 
  NOWRA 
  NSW 2541 

For more details, maps, and 
information, contact Heather. 

 

Microbat  Basic Training  
For inexperienced carers 

Trainer: Gerry Hawkins 
 

Wombat  Basic Training  
For inexperienced carers 

Trainers: Loraine Toohey 
Kay Brady 

 

TRIVIA ANSWERS 

From Page 5 
1. A tadpole breathes through its gills 

2. Venom from one taipan could kill millions of mice! 

3. Outside of zoos, all penguins are found in the southern hemisphere 

4. The Burrowing Bettong is the only member of the Kangaroo family that 
lives underground 

5. Black Swans are found in all Australian States and territories. 

6. In South America there is a Black Necked Swan. Apart from this, and 
the Australian Black Swan, all other species are pure white.  

7. All flight feathers of the Black Swan are white, although these are 
mostly hidden when the bird is at rest.  

8. An Emu (did you know it could swim?) 

9. Box Jellyfish 

10. About 65% of marsupials call Australia home. 

 

Macropod  Training  
Four Day Course 

Trainer: Lynda Staker 
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JULY MEETING    G U E S T  S P E A K E R  

Our Guest speaker at the July meeting was Vivien Jones, wildlife photogtapher. Vivien lives way up north and is well 
known for her photographs of the bats on Bellingen Island. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the meeting, Vivien shared some of her suggestions for wildlife photography, and spoke at length about 
Flying Foxes, illustrating her talk with some outstanding pictures, including some dramatic shots of bats 
scooping water at night. 

Vivien’s photos were used as the base for the Flying Fox stamp from the ‘Threatened Species’ collection. 
This is the 50cent stamp currently available from Australia Post for anyone interested. 

 
WINE TASTING 
On a cool and sunny June weekend, 20 or so 
NANA members headed out on a wine tasting 
coach trip organized by Kaye Bromage. The 
author doesn’t remember the details, so it must 
have been fun! 

 

ALBATROSS AIR SHOW 
Once again, an intrepid troop of NANA 
volunteers headed out to out major fundraiser 
– the Albatross Air Show. 

While we didn’t see much of the action in the 
sky, we sold hundreds of sausage sandwiches 
and hamburgers. 

NANA was complimented on the speed and 
quality of the service, and it ended up being 
one of our most successful fundraisers ever, 

Our thanks to all of the many volunteers who 
gave up hours of their time to organize, set-
up, sell, cook and clean up afterwards. 

It was an exhausting day (and for a few, and 
exhausting week). Special  thanks go to 
Commander Graeme Hawkins for ensuring 
that NANA was invited to attend again. 
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A Wild Life 
Mare Carter 

Field guide to the seabirds of Australia & the world   
Tuck & Heinzel 

Amazing Facts about Australian Birds 
Steve Parish 

Foliage Birds – Aus Birds & their favourite plants   
 George Martin Adams 

Australian Bats – donated by L & S Amesbury 
Sue Churchill New! 

Guide to Basic Health & Disease in Birds 
Mike Cannon 

Australian Bird Life 
Charles Barrett 

Guide to the most commonly kept Marsupials & native rodents   
Donna Overton 

Australian Birds & mammals 
Frank Haddon 

Identification of chicks, Nestlings and Fledgelings of Australian 
Birds 2006   Norma Henderson WIRES                  

Australian Goannas  
M Vincent, S Wilson 

Illustrated Encyclopaedia of Aust Wildlife 
Michael Morcombe 

Australian Magpie Biology & Behaviour 
Gisela Kaplan 

In the Wild with Harry Butler   
ABC 

Australian Marsupials and other Native Mammals   
Michael Morcombe 

Introduction to the Rescue and Care of Koalas    
NATF / A Koosmen 

Australian Mammals - Biology & Captive Management   
Stephen Jackson 

Jacinta's Dilemma  - donated by M. Webb 
Maureen Webb 

Australian Mammals in the wild  
Harry Frauca – donated by L & S Amesbury 

Kangaroo  
Caroline Arnold 

Australian Nature Trail (the)  
Vincent Serventy – donated by L & S Amesbury 

Kangaroos and wallabies of Australia 
Dave Watts 

Australia's Amazing Wildlife 
Bay Books 

Keeping Blue-Tongue Lizards 
Grant Turnter 

Biology of Possums & Gliders 
Goldingay & Jackson 

Keeping Long-Necked Turtles 
Darren Green 

Birds of Australia 
J.D. MacDonald 

Macropology 
Cheryl Dooley 

Birds of the night: owls, frogmouths and nightjars of Aus  
David Hollands 

Marsupials of Tasmania 
Tasmanian Museum 

Care and handling of Aust native animals: emergency 
care & captive management  Suzanne J Hand 

Medical Management of Birds of Prey 
Patrick T Redig 

Care of Australian reptiles in captivity  
John Weigel 

Microbat (Microchiroptera) – donated by G Hawkins 
G Hawkins 

Care of Australian wildlife 
Erna Walraven 

People & nature conservation: private land use and endangered 
species recovery  Bennett,  Clark & Backhouse 

Caring for Australian native birds 
Heather Parsons 

Nest boxes for wildlife: a practical guide 
A & S Franks 

Caring for Australian Wildlife 
Sharon White 

Raising Archie  (Donated by Richard Morecroft) 
Richard Morecroft 

Caring for Possums 
Barbara Smith 

Rescue, Rehabilitation & Release of Aust Birds 
Chris Lloyd 

Close to Nature 
Lennart Nilsson 

Rescuing the Australian Pelican 
Lance Ferris 

Echidna 
Internet print-out 

Rescue and Basic Care of Blue  tongued Lizards and Eastern Long  
Necked Turtles Carla Jacket 

Fauna of Australia Vol 1a General Articles 
Donated by the CSIRO 

Small Mammals of NSW 2002                                
Norma Henderson WIRES 

Fauna of Australia Vol 1b Mammalia 
Donated by the CSIRO 

Techniques for the Treatment of Sick,  Injured or Oiled Penguins  
Rosalind Jessop, Margaret Healy 

Fauna of Australia Vol 2a Amphibia &  
Reptilia  - donated by the CSIRO 

Threatened and Extinct Birds of Australia 
Stephen Garnett 

Field Guide to Australian Birds 
Michael Morcombe 

What Animal is That? 
Harry Frauca 

Field guide to the birds of Australia 
Simpson & Day 

Wildlife Health Investigations 
 Dr Karrie Rose 

Field guide to the birds of Australia 
Pizzey & Knight 

Woodlands - a disappearing landscape (CSIRO)     
David Lindenmayer, Mason Crane, Damian Michael 

  

NANA Library     B O O K   L I S T 
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Person Nominated ………………….…………..…………….. 

  Nominated by …………………………………………………. 

  Seconded by …………………………………………………… 

  Accepted by nominee …………………………………………. 
 
 

  � � President   � � Vice President 

  � � Secretary   � � Treasurer 

  � � Head Coordinator  � � Committee Member 
 

��
 
 
                     NATIVE ANIMAL NETWORK ASSOCIATION 
                  PROXY VOTING FORM 
 
 
 I, NAME………………………………….……………………………………….. 
 
 ADDRESS…………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 POSTCODE…………….   
 

BEING A CURRENT FINANCIAL MEMBER OF THE NATIVE ANIMAL NETWORK ASSOCIATION 
 
 
Hereby Appoint:__________________________________________________________________ 
    Name of Financial Member being appointed proxy 
   

To:  �  Vote on my behalf at the Annual General Meeting 

 �  Vote for ______________________________________________________ 
      Name of Nominee 

         In the position of _______________________________________________ 
      Committee Position 
 
Signed _____________________________________ Date ______________________ 
 

     
       NATIVE ANIMAL NETWORK ASSOCIATION 

        NOMINATION FORM 


