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From the President       

When I realized it was time for another 
newsletter, I was reminded to thank our 
editor-in-chief Steve Amesbury for his 
dedication. The last edition was organized 
while he was working in Western 
Australia. Thanks for a great job. 

Our congratulations to Jenny and Colin 
Packwood who have just become     
grandparents (for the first time) to a 
beautiful baby girl.  Meanwhile, their 

other daughter is already well on the way with their second grandchild!  
Congratulations also to Terry and Virginia McLafferty who have recently added 
a new grandson (their third grandchild). 

I’d like to wish members celebrating their birthdays a very happy birthday –  
including Kay Brady, Gerardine Hawkins and Virginia McLafferty.  

Welcome back to our Bat Coordinator Gerardine, who has just returned from a 
six week trip overseas with hubby Graeme. We hear that you returned with about 
4,000 digital pictures – can’t wait for the slide show. 

We have recently purchased a small audio-visual aid in the form of a TV and 
DVD player combined. This was recently used at the Lady Denman during the 
Sea-Change opening and was a great way of getting our message out. Steve tells 
me we will be using it again at the Shoalhaven Volunteer Expo in June, and in 
the Council Foyer during Wildlife Awareness Week (early July). 

On a sad note, I have to report that member Toby Ireland passed away earlier 
this month. A bouquet of native flowers was sent on behalf of NANA members. 
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Finally, it is that time of year again, time to renew your membership (forms in-
side) and not long to the AGM, which will be held on August 9 at the Sanctuary 
Point Community Centre. 

Come along and make your vote count. As I always say, the strength of any 
association lies in its members growing stronger together.  

Vital Statistics 

Ever wondered why we keep statistics on the animals we rescue? 

NSW Wildlife groups have successfully used their statistics to attract 
funding for specific projects, such as erecting floppy-top fencing and 
wildlife underpasses on busy motorways. It has helped identify 
black-spots, and inform researchers of where particular species are 
located and of changes in populations. 

Recently, some wildlife groups have been negotiating to sell some 
data to assist in a wildlife survey on ten specific species (see article 
on page 10).  In short, used well, statistics help us to help wildlife. 

Completing your stats is an important and compulsory part of being 
a wildlife carer. By sending in your stats, you help to prevent other 
animals from suffering. 

 Surely that’s worth a few minutes a week. 
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Bay & Basin Area 
Kaye Bromage               4443 8337 
 
Buxton - Wollondilly Area 
Gisela & Trevor Van Steenbergen      
                                   0413 004683 

Bega, Lower South Coast 
Berice & Ray Alcock   6493 0357 
 
Bendalong, Fishermens Paradise, 
Lake Conjola &  Manyana 
June & Lex Frew           4456 1412 

Callala, Culburra, Gerringong, 
Kiama & Nowra,  
Judy Bailey                    4423 3261 
 
Milton, Mollymook, Termeil, Ul-
ladulla 
Marie & Lou Gardner   4455 4827 
 
Queanbeyan 
Barbara & Bill  
Bateman                         4842 2247 
 
Southern Highlands 
Pamela Maynard            4841 0221 
 
Sussex Inlet 
Jeanette Angus               4441 1398 
 

 
 
 
 

Native Animal Network Association 
P.O. Box 666 
NOWRA NSW 2541 
 
Fax:               4446 0385 
Email:              nana@nana.asn.au 
Mobile:      0418 427 214 
President: 
John Bromage  
Phone:                           4443 8337 
Email:             joka@samford.net 
 
 
Our Website is: 
www.nana.asn.au 
 
 

 
 
N.A.N.A. Help Line 
Kangaroos or Wallabies 
Kay Brady           4234 0621 
Marie                     4455 4827 
Shirley                      4443 4877 
Jeanette                   4441 1398 

For furless & fine furred Joeys 
Shirley                           4443 4877 
Kay                   4234 0621 

Birds; Large or small 
Marie                  4455 4827 
Jeanette                  4441 1398 

Wombats 
Shirley                  4443 4877 
June                  4456 1412 
Kay                   4234 0621 

Bats 
Gerry (Coordinator)           4423 1635 
Marie                              4455 4827 

Possums (Ringtail or Brushtail) 
Karen                   4443 9302 
Kaye                   4443 8337 
Shirley                   4443 4877 
Jeanette                   4441 1398 

Possums (Gliders) 
Karen                   4443 9302 
Judy                   4423 3261 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President:   John Bromage. 
Vice Pres:   Norm Webb 
Treasurer:      Lynne Amesbury 
Secretary:   Jenny Packwood 
Head Co-ordinator: Vacant 
Committee:     Judy Bailey 
   Suzanne Bartlett 
   Virginia McLafferty 
  
Phone Coordinator 
Suzy Bartlett            4443 9223 

NANA Librarian 
Suzy Bartlett            4443 9223 

Training Coordinator 
Gerardine Hawkins        4423 1635 

  
 

2006 Meetings 
 
12 July 
9  August 
13 September 
11 October 
8  November 
13 December 

 
 
See inside for more information on 
upcoming activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please direct Newsletter queries & 
articles to Steve Amesbury.  

Publicity issues, display issues and 
media enquiries should also be 
forwarded to Steve. 

Phone 4446-0042 or 
samesbury1@optusnet.com.au 
 
Disclaimer: 
The opinions expressed in articles 
published in this Newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the organisation 
unless otherwise stated. 
 
NANA is not responsible for any 
errors or omissions in articles 
reproduced from other news sources. 

                                  
 

QUICK REFERENCE PAGE 
 

 
 
 

Sanctuary Point 
Community Centre 

Paradise Beach Road. 
Sanctuary Point 

 
Time: 7.30 p.m 

Refreshments provided 
 

Come along and meet some 
caring friends 

 

NANA meetings  
2nd Wednesday each month 

 

 AREA COORDINATORS 

 GENERAL     INQUIRIES 

 HELP   LINE  

 COMMITTEE   MEMBERS 

 DATES TO REMEMBER 

 MEDIA   MATTERS 



 
   Page 3 

 
 
 
����
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Toby Ireland joined NANA 
about seven years ago. 

While she loved our wildlife, 
she was not initially in a 
position to look after them, so 
she decided her contribution to 
NANA would be to make 
pouches for them. 

The devastating fires of 2001 / 
2002 gave Toby and her 
husband Geoff a chance to 

rehabilitate a couple of 
Kookaburras.   

These were lovingly cared for and successfully released. 
Later, they cared for lorikeets, but unfortunately their 
rehabilitation efforts had to stop when Geoff took ill.  

But Toby kept making those pouches. 

Toby was always keen to help out. She started making 
stuffed toys (Native animals of course), Coat hangers and 
sexy nighties! 

Every month, Toby would sit at the Husky Markets and 
sell her wares. And of course, all the money she raised 
was donated to NANA. 

Our spring Fairs would never have been the same with-
out Toby’s stall of soft toys and cushions. 

Last year, Toby and Geoff moved to Taree to be closer to 
their family, as by then both of them were experiencing 
health problems. 

Toby was a genuine character, and none of us who knew 
Toby could think of her now without a warm smile.   

Toby passed away peacefully in late May. A fitting 
bouquet of native flowers was sent to Geoff on behalf of 
all her friends in NANA. 

�����������	
����
������
�������
��������������	
����
������
�������
��������������	
����
������
�������
��������������	
����
������
�������
���� ���

���� ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

���� ���� ���������� 
��������������� 
��������������� 
��������������� 
������ ���
John Bromage, President. 

 

NOTICE   B O A R D 
 

DONATIONS  
NANA thanks the following organiza-
tions and people who made donations 
of money or goods: 
 

o D Aldred 
o R&M O’Shea 
o Sanctuary Point Pet Shop 
o T&H Hutchin 
o Rennies Consulting 

AREA COORDINATORS  
REMINDER 

Every animal in care must be reported to 
your coordinator. Mammals must be regis-
tered with your coordinator as soon as they 
come into care, and may be transferred with 
the coordinator’s permission. 

Volunteers who don’t comply with our rules 
put NANA and the animals at risk, and may 
lose their authority to care for wildlife. 

The list of area coordinators, is published on 
page 2 of this newsletter. 
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ANNUAL DINNER DANCE 

11/11/06 
Write it in your diary 

Ask your friends 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

Will be held at 7:30  on August 9th at 
Sanctuary Point Community Centre. 

Nomination and Proxy forms for 
Committee positions are included in 
this newsletter. All nominations must 
be received by the Secretary no later 

than two weeks before the AGM. 

RENEW YOUR  
MEMBERSHIP  NOW! 

Membership is still only $15 per year.  
Please find renewal forms later in this 
newsletter. Memberships are due by 

30th June 2006.  

 Vale    T O B Y  I R E L A N D  
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There has been a lot of talk about 
species coordinators at recent meet-
ings. Not all members can get to 
meetings, so this article is to bring 
everyone up to date. 

As you may know, some wildlife 
groups have species coordinators, 
some have area coordinators and 
some have a combination of both. 

The NANA committee recently 
appointed a sub-committee charged 
with identifying the pros and cons of 
adopting species coordinators, and (if 
there were advantages) suggesting 
how this might be set up in NANA. 

The sub-committee undertook a 
survey of some active members.  
Participants were asked what 
problems or weaknesses needed 
addressing in NANA. 

Not surprisingly the most common 
answers revolved around the need for 
more effective communication. 

 

 

 

 

People also felt that we could engage 
new members more effectively. Some 
felt that it could be problematic that 
the area coordinators were not species 
experts, so when an animal comes 
into care, it may be necessary to con-
tact the area coordinator AND a per-
son with more knowledge of that 
particular species. 

Some felt that without the full picture 
about placement of a particular spe-
cies across the group, it would more 
difficult to pair up animals.  

Interestingly, about 60% of respon-
dents said that they made only one or 
two calls to place an animal. 

It was no surprise to hear people were 
concerned about the shortage of  
active volunteer rehabilitators and 
suitable release sites. 

The sub-committee compiled a report 
which was handed out at the May 
general meeting. Discussion was de-
ferred to the June meeting, to allow 
people time to read the report, which 
can be downloaded from our website 
at www.nana.asn.au 

 

The report makes quite a number of 
recommendations. Some imply a 
fundamental shift in the way NANA 
administers its core business of  
rescuing and rehabilitating wildlife.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the well attended June meeting, 
the recommendations were the topic 
of a forum facilitated by Treasurer 
Lynne Amesbury. 

All members were given the 
opportunity to speak to the issue, and 
discussions continued until 10 pm. 

In summary, we reached a number of 
conclusions, including the following: 

�  No system is perfect, and there 
will be some problems with any 
approach to coordinators. 

�  Moving to species coordinators 
will help resolve some issues, 
but we discussed how it might 
introduce others. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

�  The report highlighted a number 
of issues we need to address. 

�  Some of these need to be 
resolved whether or not we 
change from area to species 
coordinators. 

�  There was a general feeling that 
some of these existing issues 
may represent a higher priority 
than the method of coordination. 

Finally, it was unanimously agreed 
that the Exec Committee would 
compile a list of issue that need to be 
addressed as a starting point.  

We undertook to have a facilitated 
brainstorming session at the July 
general meeting to ensure we have a 
complete list. At that session, we 
would look to assign a priority to 
each of these issues, so that we can 
formulate an action plan.  

A number of members commented 
on how productive and useful the 
session was, and that we should 
consider more like it, so members 
can be more involved in shaping the 
future direction for NANA. Lynne 
was thanked for her excellent work in 
facilitating the forum. 

We welcome input from all our 
members on this topic.  

If you would like to have your say, 
please contact any committee 
member or email nana@nana.asn.au. 

SPECIES   COORDINATORS 
 

����� �����	
��� ����
��������
��	� �� �
In the last newsletter, we mentioned the 
‘etiquette’ of visiting a vet – which re-
volved around mutual respect. 
 
Since then, we received feedback from a 
couple of vets who read our newsletter. 

One said that they enjoyed good relations 
with a number of carers, but that they 
would also appreciate a little more feed-
back, particularly with interesting cases. 
This helps them to know how effective  

the treatment was, and informs the treatment in future cases. 

Another pointed out that they appreciated the information and knowledge 
shared by wildlife carers. Some experienced carers bring with them a detailed 
knowledge of a particular species or disease. Some of these are virtually 
unknown in domestic pets, and not covered in their usual practice or research. 
This all adds to their experience, knowledge and ability to help other native 
animals in future. 

It is a real partnership, with benefits on both sides – worth keeping in mind! 
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At the May general meeting, we talked about getting 
more information on wildlife and treatments to our 
members via the newsletter, website and at meetings. 
Reproduced here are some notes of interest from these 
discussions. 

SPIRONUCLEOSIS IN KING PARROTS 

Spironucleosis used to be  
called Hexamita. It is found  
mainly in juvenile King Parrots, 
and has Symptoms as described  
below. 

For many years there has been  
no successful cure and an article  
in the Australian Veterinary  
Journal only a few years ago  
suggested that the success rate  
of known treatments was so low  
it was hardly worth the effort. 

Two years ago we heard that  
Healesville Sanctuary was  
having some success (50%) with  
their treatment, so we asked  
head Vet Phillipa Mason for  
some advice.  

This was her answer: 

 
King parrots with Spironucleosis 
are usually emaciated. 

We take a fresh faecal (still 
 warm) in saline for examination 
 under microscope to confirm diagnosis (motile proto-
zoa). The bird is always weighed for future reference. 

Treatment comprises a number of components.  

Initially we give 2.5ml IV glucose (0.45% NaCl and 
2.5% glucose).   

We also give 10ml of one of the following supplements – 
polyaid / first aid /lectade /vytrate / handraising mix. 
This is to give the bird some instant nutrition). 

We administer flagyl (metronidazole) orally at 50mg/kg 
once per day for 5 days (most birds will weigh between 
150-170g therefore 0.2ml flagyl is usually sufficient)  

It is MOST IMPORTANT to place the bird in a heated 
box with food as they usually start showing up in winter 
and cannot maintain their own body heat. 

They usually require crop feeding (10ml once each day) 
for up to a week initially as weight just keeps dropping 
unless you do. 

King parrots with Spironucleosis normally turn up in the 
colder months, and some have already started appearing. 
Last year, some NANA volunteers successfully treated 
several birds as described above, and there is at least one 
currently in care, undergoing the same treatment 
regimen. 
  

DID YOU KNOW.... 

Snakes should never be placed in Hessian sacks? 

The rough surface of Hessian can catch on their scales 
and cause serious damage. In one case, the snake was 
unable to slough (shed its skin) properly due to the dam-
age, and had to be kept in care until it next shed its skin. 

Did you know that NANA is licenced 
to rehabilitate all native animals 
except for Koalas and Marine 
Mammals? 

Did you know Size Does Matter? 

 For some male bats, sexual prowess 
comes with a price – smaller brains. 

A research team led by Syracuse 
University biologist Scott Pitnick 
found that in bat species where the 
females were promiscuous, the males 
boasting the largest testes also had 
the smallest brains. 

Conversely, where the females were 
faithful, the males had smaller testes 
and larger brains. 

“It turns out size does matter” he 
said. 

The findings were published in the 
online journal Proceedings of the 
Royal Society: Biological Science. 

 

NSW WILDLIFE COUNCIL 
In March, Kay Brady resigned her position in the NSW 
Wildlife Council, so Steve Amesbury (who was already 
our secondary representative) stepped up to become our 
Primary representative. Steve has been involved with the 
move towards a State body from the inception. 

Steve reports that the Council has finally completed the 
set-up processes, with no small part played by Kay 
Brady who organised the registration of the Association, 
following agreement on the constitution.  

The Council has been meeting with the Department of 
Environment and Conservation (DEC), and there is evi-
dence that the Council is being seen as a significant 
player. Activities currently in progress are: 

�  A meeting has been scheduled with the State Minis-
ter for the Environment (Bob Debus). 

�  Investigations are proceeding into reducing insur-
ance premiums for all member groups.  

�  Letters supporting the ban of monofilament bird 
netting have been sent to DEC. 

�  A Flying Fox subcommittee has been set up to ad-
dress concerns about this vulnerable species. 

�  A research and statistics sub-committee (headed by 
Steve) has been created to investigate standards and 
use of statistics to support ethical research. 

Wildlife    H E L P  
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It was around 1993, and a local bushie had been trying 
unsuccessfully to raise a wombat joey. He knew Anne 
Williams and asked her to see if she could look after it. 
‘No Problems’ she said – and started her relationship 
with wombats that continues to this day. 

At that stage, Anne was living near Berry, and had to 
apply for an individual licence to raise a wombat. In 
1999, Anne joined NANA. Now living in Sassafras, she 
has raised about 25 wombats since then – plus a bunch 
of Eastern Grey Kangaroos, and a few possums. 

When they are little, the wombats live inside the house 
with Anne and Peter. But as they get bigger and beefier, 
they move out to their stables. There are a number of 
wombat stables inside their 36 by 24 foot ‘shed’. Two of 
these are linked through the shed wall to outside com-
pounds. If this sounds flash, it gets even better. 

Once they are ready for the big time, there are 3 outdoor 
compounds with their own burrows.  What luxury! 

Wombats are eventually soft released on Anne and 
Peter’s property where they join an ever-growing 
family. Anne 
continues to 
provide some 
supplementary 
food at feeding 
stations around 
her property, to 
help them adjust, 
and to see them 
through the 
tough times 
while they are 
establishing 
themselves.  
 
It isn’t always 
easy. Anne tells  
of Woody 
Wombat who 
was first released last November. He clearly had a tough 
time, and was beaten up by an adult wombat. 
“His wounds were pretty bad, and some were infected” 
said Anne, “so we patched him up, and treated him with 
antibiotics”. 
However it didn’t end there, because poor old Woody 
received the same treatment when he was released the 
second time, so he was again brought back in for 
treatment. “When we released him the third time,” Anne 
remembers “he had a new strategy. He came out early 
for food and also went back to bed early, to avoid the 
other wombats”. 
Over several months he eventually socialised with the 
others, and is now a part of the local extended family.  
Anne credits her mentors, especially Shirley Lack, with 
giving her the training and information to look after 
these furry little tanks. Recently Anne spotted one of her 
earlier releases on her property, with a young wombat 
barely 10Kg at foot. “It’s all about the animals” Anne 
says “and seeing that makes it all worthwhile”. 

 

The NANA newsletter is sent to all financial members, 
local veterinarians, and other wildlife groups four times 
a year. 

Over the past year or 
so, we have listened 
to our members and 
have made a number 
of changes to make it 
more relevant. Less 
jokes, recipes and 
overseas stories – and 
more about issues that 
affect us as people 

who rescue and rehabilitate Australian Wildlife. 

Each month we scan the newspapers, internet, 
newsletters from other groups and other sources, as well 
as reporting the news and activities within our own 
group. 

We have now taken the next step and the 
newsletter will be available online via 
the NANA website, as from this issue. 
If you would prefer to stop receiving the paper-based 
newsletter, and download the online newsletter instead, 
please email us at nana@nana.asn.au and let us know. 
Then, when a new newsletter is available online, we will 
email you, with a link to the latest edition which you can 
read online (in full glorious colour) or print off at home. 

Of course, the newsletter can always be improved, and 
we welcome your suggestions. We welcome your contri-
butions even more! 

We would love to publish more stories of interesting 
rescues – like David Rean’s rescue from the lighthouse, 
John Jarmain’s “Lucky Roo” and June Frew’s ‘Bindi’ 
rescue. 

We’d also like to pass on new information, such as the 
more effective treatment for King Parrots with Spironu-
cleosis (this issue, page 4). 

To do this we need your help, so please keep sending us 
your stories (to samesbury1@optusnet.com.au) or to PO 
Box 666 Nowra, 2541, so that we can continue to bring 
you an informative and entertaining newsletter. 
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By Gerardine Hawkins 

After such a hectic summer the bat team are taking a 
well-earned rest. Over the past several weeks we have 
only had one grey headed flying fox and several micro-
bats come into care, so winter has finally come to the 
Shoalhaven.   

I would like to thank Judy Bailey and Steve and Lynne 
Amesbury for bat sitting in my absence, I enjoyed my 
break overseas but it’s nice to be making smoothies and 
cutting fruit again.  

Since our return, Graeme has been busy building a new 
high-pitched roof over the hospital aviary and installing 
heat lamps into it. The little reds are really enjoying their 
new home; the additional heat should speed up their re-
covery time.            

With only twelve weeks till the 
baby season, it’s time to make 
your doctors appointment; titre 
levels must be done before rescu-
ing or raising any babies. Please 
phone me by the end of August 
with your levels.  If you require an 

ABL booster, this will enable enough time before our 
busy season starts again.   

If any members are interested in taking on a baby flying 
fox or micro-bat this season, or if you would like to res-
cue and transport bats contact me on   02 4231635, 
classes start in August. Members wishing to know more 
about bats are also welcome to attend most sessions.  

 
 
NANA has endorsed a letter opposing the importation of 
European Bumblebees into mainland Australia. 

The Australian Hydroponic and Greenhouse Association 
(AHGA) is applying to import European bumblebees to 
the Australian mainland 
for greenhouse tomato 
pollination. A final pe-
riod of public comment 
on this proposal was 
available before the case 
goes to the Minister for 
the Environment and 
Heritage for his decision.   

Conservationists are 
deeply concerned about 
the harm European bumblebees could cause to our bush-
land, farms and gardens: Spreading agricultural weeds, 
competing for nectar with native bees and birds and re-
ducing seed production in native plants.  

Meanwhile, research on an excellent native bee alterna-
tive is well advanced. The Australian blue banded bee 
can be bred year-round in large numbers, forages ac-
tively inside greenhouses and substantially improves 
greenhouse tomato pollination.  

The report written by the AHGA to support their pro-
posal has been labelled as inaccurate and misleading. 
Conservationists believe the Minister should not base his 
decision on the information contained in this report. 
http://www.zeta.org.au/~anbrc/bumblebee-proposal.html  

The final period of public comment closed on Friday 
16th June 2006. Horticulturalists were urged by the 
AHGA to show strong support for the proposal by 
sending emails and letters to the Department of the 
Environment and Heritage.  

This was brought to our attention by Maureen Webb, and 
through her, NANA took the opportunity to help defend 
our native bees against this proposal!  

This information was provided by Wildlife Bytes and the 
Aussie native Bee Network. You can visit their Website 
at: http://www.aussiebee.com.au 

 
Policeman fined for bird kill 
Herald Sun 22-04-2006    

A POLICEMAN who shot dead a magpie last year has 
been convicted and fined $2000 for destroying protected 
wildlife and firing his gun in a public place. 

The constable, who cannot be named, will now face a 
police disciplinary hearing to determine his future.  

Melbourne Magistrates' Court heard he shot the bird in 
his Diamond Creek yard after it swooped on his son.  

Magistrate Peter Mealy rejected an argument that the 
officer was entitled to kill the bird because it was a 
danger, but found him not guilty of using a firearm 
dangerously, saying there was insufficient evidence.  

Flying Fox   R E P O R T  

NANA members are reminded that only vaccinated 
carers should handle any flying foxes or microbats. 

If a member of the public calls about a bat, instruct 
them not to handle it.  If they have been scratched or 
bitten, advise them to see their doctor. 

Explain that a small percentage of bats carry a  
dangerous virus, but that it can only be transferred if 
they are bitten or scratched.  While there is a small 
risk of contracting the virus, it can be treated by a 
doctor, and they should arrange to see the doctor 
within the week. 
 

Fight  O F  T H E  B U M B L E B E E  
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SWISS MISS SWAPS 
CLASSROOM FOR BUSH 
South Coast Register 7/4/06 
India Lloyd 
 
WHEN Joana Meier arrived in Aus-
tralia, it was not our beautiful 
beaches and amazing weather that 
captured her attention. 
For the 18-year-old exchange stu-
dent from Switzerland, it was the 
chance to experience the wonders of 
our magnificent wildlife. 
"I wanted to come here to experi-
ence nature, there are so many dif-
ferent animals from what we have 
in Switzerland," Joana said. 
"I came here to learn about the 
wildlife." 
Joana has just spent the past seven 
months living in the Shoalhaven as 
part of an exchange program with 
AFS. 
Although she was only meant to 
stay in Australia for three months, 
the animal lover and keen environ-
mentalist was so taken by the area 
that she decided to extend her stay. 
"My exchange was only for three 
months and I was meant to leave in 
December, but I enjoyed my time so 
much and I started doing some 
wildlife courses, " Joana said. 
"So I extended my visa so I could 
stay longer but now my time is up." 
During her time in the Shoalhaven, 
Joana, who yesterday finished her 
exchange, spent four days a week 
working at the Nowra Animal Park, 
immersing herself in the local wild-
life. 

She also became involved with the 
Native Animal Network 
Association (NANA), in which she 
undertook a course on how to 
handle poisonous snakes and take 
care of injured birds. 
As part of her work with the organi-
sation, Joana, along with a friend of 
host family, gave demonstrations at 
local primary schools in which she 
taught the students how to handle 
snakes Joana educated them about 
the value of local wildlife. 
But according to Joana, who hails 
from Lake Thun in Switzerland, it is 
her work with sick and injured ani-
mals that she will miss the most. 
"I was meant to work in National 
Parks but there were no jobs avail-
able in the area so I started working 
at the Nowra Animal Park," Joana 
said. 
"Working with animals was really 
interesting and I've really enjoyed 
it, especially my work with the 
birds, we ended up with cages all 
over our house and an aviary in the 
backyard," she. laughed. 
For Joana, who was born in Peru 
and lived in Ecuador for five years, 
the most difficult obstacle to over-
come was becoming accustomed to 
the Australian sense of humour.  
"It took me a long time to get used 
to the jokes, I wasn't used to it, eve-
rybody is always joking all the 
time," Joana said 
"We don't do that many jokes in 
Switzerland so I think that was the 
most difficult thing for me to get 
used to." 

CULTURAL EXCHANGE: Switzerland 
exchange student Joana Meier learnt a lot 
about Australian wildlife while staying in the 
Shoalhaven. 

Although she has officially finished 
her exchange, Joana will be spend-
ing the next Few weeks travelling 
around Australia with her mother, 
who has flown over from Switzer-
land 
After that, she is looking forward to 
catching up with her family and 
friends and studying biology at uni-
versity. 
"I've always been interested in wild-
life and animals and being here has 
just increased that for me so I’m 
going to start studying biology," 
Joana said. 
"I also get to meet all my friends 
again and see my family. 
"I missed them when I was away, 
but I guess that is normal - I didn't 
miss them enough to go home," she 
laughed 
 

IN THE NEWS     IN THE NEWS IN THE NEWS IN THE NEWS IN THENEWS IN THE NEWS IN THE NEWS 

PEOPLE POWER AT VINCENTIA  Summarized from SCR 21/4/06 
Original Story by Jo O’Dowd 

Over 230 people attended a protest against 
the proposed shopping centre and residen-
tial development to be built at the Vincen-
tia crossroads.  

“We had a very large turn out with lots of 
positive feedback and many people signed 
the petition” said David Phelps, President 
of the Jervis Bay Regional Alliance. 

The protest attracted people from all 
walks of life, from families with toddlers 
to environmental activists and also many 
elderly residents of the bay area. 

The one thing they all had in common was that they didn’t want the unique feel of Jervis Bay to be changed forever. 

Suzy Bartlett from NANA attended the rally and was very upset at the prospect of losing valuable habitat. “This area 
contains 35 threatened species and if development goes through they may be lost,” she said. 

Mayor Greg Watson was skeptical about the protest and what effect it would have on the final decision. “The Jervis Bay 
Regional Plan was developed in the mid 1990s and the Jervis bay Settlement plan was announced in 2002 with great 
acclaim,” he said. Mayor Watson believed the residents of the Bay and Basin deserved upgraded shopping facilities so 
that they don’t have to travel into Nowra. 
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Flying Foxes 
Courtesy Wildlife Bytes 
The ill-advised flying fox dispersal at Boyne Island in 
Central Queensland has succeeded in temporarily mov-
ing the FF’s on elsewhere, but a whole lot of issues re-
main to be resolved. The FF’s didn’t go across the river 
as planned, they went to another location, we don’t know 
where yet. One FF was injured, and was rescued by local 
carer. It was then discovered that the QPWS Rangers 
‘monitoring’ the dispersal attempt were not inoculated 
for lyssavirus. If the carer hadn’t gone to the site on her 
own bat (!) the FF would have been kicked into the river 
or something. Another disoriented FF was killed in 
power wires. We have no idea how many others died or 
fell into the water. The ‘disaffected’ residents have been 
permitted to continue to go out and flash spotlights 
around to scare off any FF’s that try to come into the site.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

Clearly the ‘dispersal’ attempts to get rid of FF’s needs 
to be something that is reviewed by the Federal Govern-
ment under the EPBC Act. Meanwhile another FF colony 
in Dallis Park, Murwillumbah, NSW, is about to be de-
stroyed (again). Local residents, who violated the EPBC 
Act before, have applied with council and legal support 
for a permit to destroy the colony with its 15,000 ani-
mals. The application has been lodged with the NSW 
Department of the Environment. National Parks Service 
(NPWS NSW) has leaked the word they likely will be 
issued with the permit due to political pressure. Council 
will then be able to proceed and log the area. Protest 
against the action is at present negligible. 

Immediate action is required to save this field site. 
Among the steps taken already are a request to the 
Commonwealth to call in an action under the EPBC Act, 
a petition to the NSW Minister of the Environment and a 
public awareness campaign. Contact Stefan Klose. 

Phone +61 7 3365 7591,     stefan.klose@uni-ulm.de 

�

Spotted furry friends or foes - it's 
time to keep track 
Richard Macey 
SMH June 7, 2006 

HUNDREDS of thousands of people across NSW are 
being asked if they recall sighting 10 of the nation's most 
loved, and hated, creatures. 

Responses from the survey, the biggest of its kind held in 
Australia, will be used to create a detailed map showing 
the distribution of the animals across the state. 

"It's not a count," said Dan Lunney, a principal research 
scientist with the Department of Environment and 

Conservation. "It will give us a snapshot of NSW, 
showing us where the animals are." 

Last month his department began posting questionnaires 
to 214,000 homes in regional areas asking about 
sightings of koalas, brush-tailed possums, echidnas, 
platypus, spotted-tailed quolls, wombats, dingoes, foxes, 
deer and cane toads in the last two years. 

Residents were also asked if they believed animal 
numbers were lower, larger or the same as in the past. 
The answers should show if habitats are shrinking and 
wildlife management plans working. 

Already more than 1000 people living south of Sydney - 
the first region to receive the survey - have replied. 
According to those early results echidnas are the animals 
people most recall sighting in the past two years. 

It seemed, Dr Lunney said, "that we have echidnas 
everywhere". 

But the second most sighted animal was the fox, 
followed by wombats. Initial returns also suggest koalas 
are still clinging to survival around Wedderburn, near 
Campbelltown. "It's just fabulous that something as 
iconic as the koala is surviving on the outskirts of 
Sydney," Dr Lunney said. 

"The other one turning up is the deer. You don't see them 
when you are driving along the road, but they are tucked 
away in the bush." 

The deadline for returning the survey was extended to 
June 16. 

 

Hunting 
Courtesy Wildlife Bytes & ABC 

A Hunter Valley residents' group is concerned there will 
be an influx of 'rogue' hunters once several local forests 
are opened up for hunting. After successful trials else-
where in the state, the New South Wales Game Council 
is planning to allow the hunting of 
pests in 10 Hunter forests 
from next week to help 
manage feral animals.  

They include the Awaba, 
Watagan, Pokolbin, Barrington 
Tops and Chichester state forests. 
Brunkerville Residents Action Group 
chairman Robert Bignall lives near the 
Watagans, and fears the plan will have 
disastrous consequences. 

"Well, I think it's going to be 
catastrophic, one can only imagine the upsetting effect 
that it's going to have if somebody's sitting in the bush, 
bird watching and having a picnic and here comes some-
body in a camouflage suit out of the bush carrying a high 
powered rifle which is capable of slinging a bullet many 
kilometres virtually back in to the suburbs of Newcas-
tle," he said. *ABC 

WILDLIFE       IN THE NEWS IN THE NEWS IN THE NEWS IN THENEWS IN THE NEWS IN THE NEWS 
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SMH May 3, 2006  

Hairy nosed wombat – Art by Bev Irwin 

AUSTRALIA’S giant kangaroo rat, the hairy-nosed 
wombat and the southern blue fin tuna are some of the 
species identified in an international report as being at 
risk of extinction. 

The World Conservation Union's Red List of Threatened 
Species, to be released on Thursday, shows Australia is 
in the top four countries for threatened species. 

Mexico, China and Brazil round out the others. 

The Red List identifies 639 species in Australia as 
threatened with extinction, with 65 species listed as 
critically endangered. 

However, WWF-Australia spokesman Richard McLellan 
said those figures were conservative. 

"The 639 is a very conservative number ... research 
conducted by WWF-Australia indicates the true number 
of threatened species in Australia may be as high as 
55,000," Mr McLellan said. 

He said Australia was listed in the report as the "very, 
very worst" for species - reptiles and amphibians – that 
were either extinct or threatened. 

"Australia is up in that top four because we have had 
such a high rate of habitat loss and degradation over the 
last 200 years," Mr McLellan said. 

The landscape cleared was critical to reptiles and 
amphibians, he said. 

 
Of the 65 species considered critically endangered, 
Western Australia's western swamp tortoise and Gilbert's 
potoroo were both hanging on with numbers dropping to 
the "unsustainable" 20 or 30, he said.    

"They are still hanging on, but they are hanging on by 
the skin of their teeth," Mr McLellan said. 

Australia's ranking was a major concern for WWF-
Australia but Mr McLellan said he didn't believe the 
seriousness of the threat of species extinction had filtered 
down into the mainstream population. 

"Biodiversity is a little bit removed from the daily life, 
but the important thing is that we depend on natural 
resources underpinning everything that we do in terms of 
our food and water supplies and they all come from 
biodiversity," he said. 

Mr. McLellan said that as species and ecosystems were 
lost, the quality and quantity of food and water resources 
for humans would be affected. 
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By Greg McLean  Northern Territory News05-05-2006  

KATHERINE Gorge was closed to swimmers yesterday 
after rangers pulled a 3.6m saltwater crocodile from the 
water. 

Parks and Wildlife said it was the first time rangers had 
found a saltie in the gorge itself since 1999.  

The male crocodile was caught in the first gorge 
yesterday and the area will be off-limits to swimmers and 
canoeists until deemed safe.  

It is believed the saltie made its way into the gorge on 
the back of recent rains and elevated water levels in the 
Katherine River and the park's gorges caused by last 
month's flooding.  

Nitmiluk National Park chief district ranger Sarah Kerin 
said the saltie seemed unfamiliar with traps.  

”The crocodile probably thought it had found a nice spot 
to stay as waters continued to drop but luckily for us it  
     found its way into the trap,” she said.  

Rangers believe it is highly unlikely 
    the croc caught yesterday was the  
       same one spotted by a canoeist in  
     October last year that forced the  
closure of the tourist area to swimmers  
      for several days. ”If there was a  
              crocodile in the park last year,  
             we are pretty sure this is not  
              the same one,” Ms Kerin said. 

WILDLIFE       IN THE NEWS IN THE NEWS IN THE NEWS IN THENEWS IN THE NEWS IN THE NEWS  
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Bird’s toxic droppings killing off 
thousands of flying foxes 
By Angela Cuming Sun-Herald 15/1/2006 

IBIS eggs will be coated in vegetable oil to stop the 
growth of one of Sydney's largest colonies of the bird. 
Hundreds of ibises have colonised a three-hectare reserve 
at Cabramatta. 

But they share the trees with a colony of vulnerable 
grey-headed flying foxes, which are being killed by the 
birds - ibis droppings are toxic to the flying foxes. 

Fairfield Council has spent more than $50,000 in the past 
two years trying to get rid of the, troublesome birds, but 
to no avail. 

"Unfortunately it is very, very difficult to remove the 
ibises," Julie Spence, secretary of the Cabramatta Creek 
Flying Fox Committee, said. 

"It is phenomenal the way they have built up over four 
years; they seem to come from everywhere." 

The ibises most likely came to the area to escape the 
drought and stayed because a ready made food supply- 
the local tip - is nearby. 

The droppings destroy ground cover, leaving the flying 
foxes with nowhere in the reserve to escape the hot sun. 

"The ground gets so covered in droppings it looks like a 
white Christmas," Mrs Spence said. 

"Basically the area is not big enough for the two species 
to live together." 

While there has been no record of disease transfer, ibises 
can carry bird flu, salmonella and Newcastle disease. 

"And they are really just dirty looking birds," Mrs 
Spence said 

In the past 12 years the flying fox numbers have slid 
from 30,000 to 5000, largely because of the ibises. 

The council has tried almost everything to get rid of the 
birds, including trapping, nest and egg disturbance and 
taking away chicks. All have failed. 

The council let the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
cull 100 birds but that did not stop them from breeding. 

"There is still a large amount of ibis in the area destroy-
ing the flying fox’s habitat," Fairfield Mayor Nick  
Lalich said. 

 

The latest scheme the council is trying involves tarring 
ibis eggs with vegetable oil to stop them hatching. 

"This sterilises the egg and encourages the ibis to nest on 
these eggs rather than producing new eggs," Cr Lalich 
said.  

"Council will control the damage caused by the ibis to 
the natural habitat and this includes developing the area 
as an eco-tourism site with a viewing platform, bush 
regeneration and watering system, which will help the 
flying fox survive the warmer weather by keeping the 
vegetation cool"  

Heat is the flying fox's second-biggest threat, Mrs 
Spence said. 

"Two years ago there was a heat wave I and we lost 
3500 of them. Once it hits 44 degrees they start to die." 

Bankstown Council took similar measures last year to 
control ibises at Lake Gil1awarna. 

 

Exports of wallaby fur slammed 
By Ewin Hannan The Australian April 24, 2006  

WALLABY fur would be sold to European fashion mar-
kets under plans before the Howard Government to ex-
port thousands of skins from Tasmania. 

Green groups vowed yesterday to fight the plan, saying 
Australians should be appalled the animal was being 
used in the "disgusting" fur trade.  

Under the plan before the Environment Department, the 
skins of 30,000 wallabies killed each year in Tasmania 
would be exported for use in the fur trade.  

Supporters of the proposal say almost all the skins are 
currently wasted because there is no viable domestic 
market.  

Wallabies are currently killed and processed in Tasmania 
for human consumption and pet food under the control of 
the state's Meat Hygiene Act.  

Pat O'Brien, president of the Wildlife Protection Asso-
ciation of Australia, attacked the export plan. "The fur 
trade has always been a disgusting industry," he said. 
"It's unnecessary. It just panders to a few very wealthy 
socialites."  

Mr O'Brien said the federal Government had approved 
plans to export fur and meat from wallabies killed on 
King and Flinders islands. The association is trying to 
overturn the plan in the Administrative Appeals Tribu-
nal.  

According to the Tasmanian Government, Lenah Game 
Meats is the only Australian company licensed to "har-
vest" possums and wallabies. Wallaby meat is marketed 
to restaurants in Germany and France and the company's 
local menu includes marinated wallaby kebabs, salami 
and sausages 

 

WILDLIFE       IN THE NEWS IN THE NEWS IN THE NEWS IN THENEWS IN THE NEWS IN THE NEWS 
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A Wild Life Mare Carter 

Amazing Facts about Australian Birds Steve Parish 

Australian Bird Life Charles Barrett 

Australian Birds & mammals Frank Haddon 

Australian goannas M Vincent, S Wilson 

Australian Magpie Biology & Behaviour Gisela Kaplan 

Australian Marsupials and other Native Mammals Michael Morcombe 

Australian Mammals - Biology & Captive Management Stephen Jackson 

Australian Mammals in the wild Harry Frauca 

Australian Nature Trail (the) Vincent Serventy 

Australia's Amazing Wildlife Bay Books 

Baby Bird Identification 2003 Ed Norma Henderson 

Biology of Possums & Gliders Goldingay & Jackson 

Birds of Australia J.D. MacDonald 

Birds of the night: owls, frogmouths and nightjars of Aus David Hollands 

Care and handling of Aust native animals: emergency care & captive management Suzanne J Hand 

Care of Australian reptiles in captivity John Weigel 

Care of Australian wildlife Erna Walraven 

Caring for Australian native birds Heather Parsons 

Caring for Australian Wildlife Sharon White 

Caring for Possums Barbara Smith 

Close to Nature Lennart Nilsson 

Echidna Internet print-out 

Fauna of Australia Vol 1a General Articles CSIRO 

Fauna of Australia Vol 1b Mammalia CSIRO 

Fauna of Australia Vol 2a Amphibia & Reptilia CSIRO 

Field Guide to Australian Birds Michael Morcombe 

Field guide to the birds of Australia Simpson & Day 

Field guide to the birds of Australia Pizzey & Knight 

Field guide to the seabirds of Australia & the world Tuck & Heinzel 

Foliage Birds – Aus Birds & their favourite plants George Martin Adams 

Illustrated Encyclopaedia of Aust Wildlife Michael Morcombe 

Guide to Basic Health & Disease in Birds Mike Cannon 

Guide to the most commonly kept Marsupials & native rodents Donna Overton 

In the Wild with Harry Butler ABC 

Introduction to the Rescue and Care of Koalas NATF / A Koosmen 

Jacinta's Dilemma Maureen Webb 

Kangaroo Caroline Arnold 

Kangaroos and wallabies of Australia Dave Watts 

Keeping Blue-Tongue Lizards Grant Turnter 

Keeping Long-Necked Turtles Darren Green 

Macropology Cheryl Dooley 

Marsupials of Tasmania Tasmanian Museum 

Medical Management of Birds of Prey Patrick T Redig 

Microbat (Microchiroptera) - The G Hawkins 

Nest boxes for wildlife: a practical guide A & S Franks 

People & nature conservation: private land use and endangered species recovery Bennett,  Clark & Backhouse  

Raising Archie Richard Morecroft 

Rescue, Rehabilitation & Release of Aust Birds C Lloyd 

Rescuing the Australian Pelican Lance Ferris 

Rescue and Basic Care of Blue tongued Lizards and Eastern Long  Necked Turtles Carla Jacket 

Techniques for the Treatment of Sick, Injured or Oiled Penguins Rosalind Jessop, Margaret Healy 

Threatened and Extinct Birds of Australia Stephen Garnett 

What Animal is That? Harry Frauca 

Wildlife Health Investigations Dr Karrie Rose 

NANA also has a selection of training manuals. To borrow any of these please call Suzy Bartlett on 4443 9223. 

NANA Library     B O O K   L I S T 
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NANA Memberships are due for renewal by 30th June. To renew, please fill the renewal form below and post, 
together with your payment to PO Box 666, Nowra, NSW, 2541 – or bring your renewal to the next meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL   
               MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DUE 30 JUNE 2006 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Members Name  ___________________________________________ 
 
 Street Address   ____________________________________________ 
 
 Suburb __________________________   Postcode ________________ 
 

Postal Address if different from above 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________ Postcode _________________ 

 
 Telephone _______________________   Mobile __________________ 
 
 Email Address  _____________________________________________ 
 

NANA never provides member information for marketing purposes. However, we do provide  
basic information to other NANA members upon request. Do you consent to your details being  
made available on request to other NANA members?    

�  YES  �  NO  (Tick One) 

The NANA Newsletter is now available online. Would you prefer to continue to receive the  
 printed newsletter, or download the online version? If you want to receive the online version 
 be sure to include your email address in the personal information above 

�  Printed  �  Online   
 

 If you have a special interest, whether concentrating on a particular species, or helping in other 
  ways such as making pouches or possum boxes, please specify here, or attach a separate sheet. 
 

 
 
 
 

Memberships are due by 30th June 2006 
 Please hand the completed form and $15 renewal fee to the Treasurer or post to: 

NANA 
PO Box 666 

Nowra NSW 2541 
 

Still only 

$15 
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 NOMINATION 
 FOR COMMITTEE MEMBER 
 NANA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 AUGUST 9 2006 
 
 I __________________________________________________ 

 Being a financial member of the Native Animal Network Association 

 Nominate___________________________________________________ 

 For the position of    �  President       �  Vice President    �  Secretary  
    �  Treasurer    �  Committee Member 
 
 ________________________ _____________________________ 

 Signature of member (1)  Signature of member (2) 
 

________________________ ______________________________ 

 Date of Nomination   Accepted by Nominee (Signature) 
   

Completed nomination forms must be received by the Secretary no later than two weeks before the  
Annual General Meeting. Only one nomination per form.  Date Received by Secretary___________ 

 

� ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 Appointment of Proxy 
 NANA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
  
 
 
 I (name of member) ___________________________________   

 Of (address) __________________________________________________________ 
 
 Being a financial member of the Native Animal Network Association, hereby appoint 

 Full Name of proxy ____________________________________________________ 

 Of (address) __________________________________________________________ 
  

Being a member of NANA, as my proxy to vote for me on my behalf at the NANA Annual  
General meeting to be held on the 9th August 2006 and at any adjournment of that meeting. 

My proxy is authorised to vote as follows ________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Signature of member appointing proxy.…………………………   Date……………………… 

NOTE: A proxy vote may not be given to a person who is not a current financial member of the association. 

 


