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From the President 
We have a few things to be grateful for this summer – only one serious bushfire 
in the area, and no major heat events like we saw in January 2006 that saw over 
ten thousand flying foxes die in two days. 

Not only were we busy with rescues over the summer, but we managed to get a 
few other things done as well, including training courses and lots of events 
where NANA was asked to speak about our operations. We gave talks to 
schools, business associations, community groups and more. It is great to see 
NANA taking on a higher profile in our local community. 

Guest Speaker 

We broke with tradition this year and had an impromptu January meeting at the 
Sanctuary Point Community Centre.  It was not a formal meeting, but was a 
meeting organized by Vice President Norm Webb for the benefit of not only our 
members, but also the wider community. 

Norm arranged for a guest speaker Kate Grarock 
(pictured left) to give a talk on the work that she 
did for her thesis on Yellow Bellied Gliders. 

Kate’s studies were done in and around St. 
George’s Basin, which made her studies and 
findings all the more relevant. 

After a twenty minute presentation, Kate took 
many questions from the audience, which in-
cluded people from various other conservation 
groups, as well as Chris McGregor from ANU 
and Mike Smith from Shoalhaven Council. 

As a token of our Appreciation, Kate was pre-
sented with a copy of Woodlands - a disappear-
ing landscape, Co-authored by Mason Crane, 

David Lindenmayer, Damian Michael and Chris McGregor. 

The following night, a group of about ten people headed out for some spotlight-
ing with Kate. 

Kate played the calls of the Yellow-bellied glider through a megaphone and we 
were eventually rewarded by a challenge from a glider in the nearby trees. Al-
though we did not get to see that one, we did see a Greater Glider looking down 
wondering what all the noise was about. 

NANA believes that by proving education, and chances to interact with our na-
tive animals, we help the public to appreciate wildlife more, and will hopefully 
encourage them to get involved in protecting habitat. 

NSW WILDLIFE COUNCIL 

At the February meeting Steve Amesbury was confirmed as NANA’s repre-
sentative to the NSW Wildlife Council, and John Meany was selected as the 
alternate rep. 

There was a full-day council meeting on the same day as our February 
Meeting. Amongst the more serious business, Council also voted to adopt a 
new logo, to be based on a design submitted by Steve.   

In the elections, Audrey Koosemen (NATF) was re-elected Chair, Stan 
Wood(WIRES) vice-chair, Lorraine Vass (Friends of the Koala) Secretary 
and Joan Hills (Wildlife Carers Network) Treasurer.  
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Bay & Basin Area 
Yvonne Mason             4443 7076 
 
Buxton - Wollondilly Area 
Gisela & Trevor Van Steenbergen      
                                   0411 985044 

Bega, Lower South Coast 
Berice & Ray Alcock   6493 0357 
 
Bendalong, Fishermens Paradise, 
Lake Conjola &  Manyana 
June & Lex Frew           4456 1412 

Callala, Culburra, Gerringong, 
Kiama & Nowra,  
Judy Bailey                    4423 3261 
 
Milton, Mollymook, Termeil, Ul-
ladulla 
Marie & Lou Gardner   4455 4827 
 
Queanbeyan 
Barbara & Bill  
Bateman                         4842 2247 
 
Southern Highlands 
Pamela Maynard            4841 0221 
 
Sussex Inlet 
Jeanette Angus               4441 1398 
 

 
 
 
 

Native Animal Network Association 
P.O. Box 666 
NOWRA NSW 2541 
 
Fax:               4446 0835 
Email:              nana@nana.asn.au 
Mobile:      0418 427 214 
 
President: 
Steve Amesbury 
Phone:                           4446 0042 
 
 
Our Website is: 
www.nana.asn.au 
 
 

 
 
N.A.N.A. Help Line 
Kangaroos or Wallabies 
Kay Brady           4234 0621 
Marie Gardner               4455 4827 
Shirley Lack                  4443 4877 
 

For furless & fine furred Joeys 
Kay Brady            4234 0621 
Shirley Lack                  4443 4877 

Birds; Large or small 
Jeanette Angus              4441 1398 
Marie Gardner               4455 4827 

Wombats 
Kay                   4234 0621 
June                 4456 1412 
Shirley                  4443 4877 

Bats 
Gerry (Coordinator)           4423 1635 
Marie                              4455 4827 

Possums (Ringtail or Brushtail) 
Jeanette Angus               4441 1398 
Karen Jordan                   4443 9302 
Kaye Bromage                4443 8337 

Possums & Gliders 
Judy Bailey                   4423 3261 
Karen Jordan                   4443 9302 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President:   Steve Amesbury 
Vice Pres:   Norm Webb 
Treasurer:      Lynne Amesbury 
Secretary:   Jenny Packwood 
Committee:     John Meany 
   Judy Bailey 
   Virginia McLafferty 
  
Head Coordinator 
John Meany            4422 7367 

Phone Coordinator 
Elaine Beattie            4421 4946 

NANA Librarian 
Yvonne Mason            4443 7076 

Training Coordinator 
Heather Davitt                4423 4271 

  
 

2007 Meetings 
 
14 March 
11 April 
9   May 
13 June 
11 July  
8   August 
12 September (AGM) 

              10 October 
              14 November 
              12 December 
 
See inside for more information on 
upcoming activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please direct Newsletter queries & 
articles to Steve Amesbury.  

Publicity issues, display issues and 
media enquiries should also be 
forwarded to Steve. 

Phone 4446-0042 or 
samesbury1@optusnet.com.au 
 
 
Disclaimer: 
The opinions expressed in articles 
published in this Newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the organisation 
unless otherwise stated. 
 
NANA is not responsible for any 
errors or omissions in articles 
reproduced from other news sources. 

                                  

QUICK REFERENCE PAGE 
 

 
 
 

Sanctuary Point 
Community Centre 

Paradise Beach Road. 
Sanctuary Point 

 
Time: 7.30 p.m 

Refreshments provided 
 

Come along and meet some 
caring friends 

 

NANA meetings  
2nd Wednesday each month 
 

 AREA COORDINATORS 

 GENERAL     INQUIRIES 

 HELP   LINE  

 COMMITTEE   MEMBERS 

 DATES TO REMEMBER 

 MEDIA   MATTERS 
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One of the key changes in NANA has been an at-
tempt to make meetings more interesting for mem-
bers.  

While we were unfortunately unable to get a guest 
speaker for our February meeting, we didn’t forget 
that it fell on Saint Valentine’s Day!  So our raffle 
prizes included chocolates and flowers (how ro-
mantic). 

At the ‘special’ January meeting, we had guest 
speaker Kate Grarock talk about Yellow-Bellied 
Gliders (see page 1) and arranged a spot-lighting 
tour the following night. 

At the December meeting, we held a photo compe-
tition. The entries ranged from the beautiful to the 
bizarre and everything in between. While Kay 
Brady’s humorous entry won a dishonourable men-
tion, it seemed that she had so much fun making her 
‘manual’ that a prize was superfluous! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other entries included photos of a range of animals, 
plus some graphic photos of a gape-worm infesta-
tion. While not everyone’s cup of tea, the photogra-
phy was brilliant, and the subject matter serious. 

Awards went to Norm Webb, Elaine Beattie, Steve 
Amesbury and Kay Bromage. Each of the winners 
made a short presentation to the meeting about the 
animal/s in their photos. 

We look forward to having more events like these 
which were a bit of fun for everyone who attended. 

NOTICE   B O A R D 
 

DONATIONS  
NANA thanks the following people and 
organizations who made donations of 
money or goods to NANA: 

 
·  C Rigg,  
·  D Reynolds 
·  Booderee National Park 
·  Bushy Tail Caravan Park 

 

AREA COORDINATORS  
IMPORTANT  REMINDER 

Mammals must be registered with the head 
coordinator as soon as they come into care, and 
may be transferred with the coordinator’s per-
mission. If the Head Coordinator is unavail-
able, contact your area coordinator. 

Volunteers who don’t comply with our rules 
put NANA and the animals at risk, and will  
lose their authority to care for wildlife. 

The list of area coordinators is published on 
page 2 of this newsletter. 
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The following people have joined us since 
the last newsletter 
 
·  Nicole Hollinger (Sanctuary Point) 
·  Joy Weatherall (Sanctuary Point) 
·  Kay Taylor (Cambewarra) 
·  Wendy Hartman (Hyams Beach) 
·  Kevin & Claudia Stobbart (Nowra) 

 Meetings  U P D A T E  



 
   Page 4 

 
 

At the December 2006 and February 2007 meetings, 
members decided to draft changes to our constitution. 
These changes would allow us to separate membership 
rights from the authority to rehabilitate wildlife. It is in 
keeping with the terms of our licence, and more closely 
aligned with what other wildlife groups in NSW are 
doing. The proposed changes are summarised below. 

1. Upon joining NANA, each person will be issued 
with a membership card. The card implies NO 
authority to rehabilitate wildlife. Non-authorised 
members will continue to receive the membership 
card each year on renewal. 

2. The NANA committee will determine if a member 
should be issued an authority to rehabilitate under the 
terms of our licence.  An authority card will be issued to 
people who the committee deem to be appropriate. They 
may take into account some or all of the following: 

·  The type of role being undertaken by the person 
(EG rescue only, shooter, macropod care etc) 

·  The age and ability of the person  
·  If the member has undertaken appropriate training 
·  If the member has demonstrated or been assessed to 

have the appropriate skills 
·  The person's willingness, ability and/or history of 

complying with NANA's rules and regulations 
·  Any prior learning of the person  
·  Years of experience of the person 
·  Activity over the past 12 months (IE an authority 

may not be issued to someone who has been inac-
tive for over 12 months). 

  
3. Every application will be considered fairly and impar-
tially. If an authority is withheld or withdrawn, the rea-
sons must be documented. 

4. The committee may decide to issue an authority with 
conditions  

5. The committee must not issue authorities in breach of 
the conditions of NANA's licence. 

6. The committee will not grant authorities to people 
who already hold authority from another group. 

7. The committee may withdraw authority from a person 
who obtains an authority from another group. 

8. People who have a potential conflict of interests (EG 
Holding a reptile, or a breeding licence) may have re-
strictions placed on their authority. 

9. An authority card will be issued for a maximum of one 
year. It will indicate that the person is authorised under 
the terms of NANA's licence, and will be different in 
look and colour from the NANA membership card. It 
will show the year for which the person is authorised. 

10. An authorised person will be limited in their roles by 
their experience and training. They may not take on, 
hold, euthanase or release animals without the knowl-
edge and consent of the appropriate coordinator. 

11. If authority is withdrawn, the card should be surren-
dered. A person who continues to act as an authorised 
person after their authority has been withdrawn will have 

their membership cancelled. 

12. When this first comes into force, all active 
members (IE those who have performed their roles 

as rescuer and/or rehabilitator and/or shooter in 
the past 12 months) will automatically be issued 
with an authority. 

The draft changes to the constitution are as 
follows. Section 15 currently reads: 

 

 
Right to care for native animals 

Membership does not automatically authorize a person 
to rescue, rehabilitate or release an animal. Relevant 
training, experience and facilities are also required. Ad-
ditionally to be eligible for authorization, the person 
must be over 18 years of age, and live within the geo-
graphical boundaries set by the National Parks & Wild-
life Service in the terms of NANA’s License. 
 
It would be changed as follows 

Right to care for native animals 

Membership does not automatically authorize a person 
to rescue, rehabilitate, euthanase or release an animal. 
The committee will consider each member and issue an 
authority under the terms of our rehabilitation licence to 
those people who are considered to meet requirements 
current at the time. These will include as a minimum: 

·  Being a financial member of NANA 

·  Residing within the areas prescribed in our licence 

·  Being 18 years of age or older 

·  Capable of undertaking rescue & rehabilitation 
 activities safely 

·  Working cooperatively with others, within the rules 
and regulations of the association 

·  Deemed to be being competent (by virtue of training 
or experience) to undertake the rehabilitation tasks 

·  Complying with all legal requirements appropriate to 
the activities being authorized (EG Firearms licence 
for shooters) 

An authority will not generally be issued to a member 
who holds an authority issued by another association. 

The committee may issue, withdraw, cancel or place 
conditions upon any authority issued by the association. 
The committee must implement these requirements 
strictly, fairly and impartially.  
 
The NANA by-laws may be altered to reflect the above.  
It is intended that these changes to the constitution will 
be voted by special resolution at the May General 
meeting. Please contact any member of the committee if 
you would like to comment on the proposed changes. 

 Constitution   C H A N G E S  
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So, you think you know Aussie Wildlife? 
(answers on page 10 ) 
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Questions courtesy of Steve Parrish Q&A About Aus-
tralian Wildlife�

 

 
Summer was busy for the education team with community presenta-
tions, member training and planning this year’s training. 

Heather Davitt and Gerry Hawkins joined the RSPCA, veterinary 
representatives and NPWS in school talks at Terara, Greenwell 
Point, Berry, and St. Georges Basin. Children were keen to learn 
about the native animals and we received great feedback from the 
schools. 

Gerry also spoke to Year 11 Animal Studies students and students 
from Boy's Town about caring for native animals. Gerry also talked 
to Vet-nurse students at TAFE regarding the housing and initial care 
of native animals 

Heather spoke to pensioners at St. Georges Basin Community Cen-
ter about the role NANA has in the rescue/rehabilitation/release of 
native animals, while Steve spoke at local Rotary and Probus clubs. 

Last November we ran two Basic Rescue/Phone courses which were 
attended by a total of 14 new members, many of those now on the 
rescue list and taking a turn on the phone.  A Basic Bird course in 
December was also well attended, as was the basic Microbat Course 
also in December. 

The education team is organising a 4 day (over two weekends) 
Macropod course presented by Lynda Staker from Queensland. It 
looks like a very comprehensive course.  Macropod carers should 
check out Lynda’s web page at http://lyndastaker.hainsnet.com/ 

We are running a Possum/Glider course on 17-18 March. Presenter 
Karen Jordan will cover. 
 

 
aspects in caring for juveniles to 
adults 

 
individual species details, equipment 

 
housing, hand raising to release 

 
conditions/injuries 

A one-day Wombat course is being organised for early May, which 
will include an on-site training and a manual.  

We will also publish info on WIRES courses when we have their 
schedule. Below is the tentative training schedule for 2007.   
 
March  17-18 Possums 
March    22 Basic Rescue 
May  5 Wombats 
May TBA Basics & Refresher (Bega) 
June  Basic Birds 
July  Basic Rescue/Phone 

If you are interested in attending any courses, or have any questions 
about training or education, please contact Heather by email 
pdavitts@shoalhaven.net.au or call her on 44 234 271. Courses fill 
up quickly, so book early. 

 

 Training  A N D  E D U C A T I O N   Wildlife  T R I V I A  
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I have housed Tawney's in the same flight 
aviary as Flying foxes. In fact the first one I 
ever placed in the aviary caused quite an 
interest to the Flying foxes. 

 

The tawny was perched up near a food bowl. 
As a Bat approached the food bowl, he spot-
ted the Tawny and took off across the cage 
to tell an older Bat about the strange stick. 
The Flying Fox ambled across the roof, 
prodded the Tawny, and gave it a swipe.  

When it didn’t move, the Bat left to speak to 
the old girl FF who took her time get-
ting over to check it out. She circled the 
stick. When it didn’t move, she put her head 
in the food bowl and started to eat the rock-
melon. Since then Sticks are welcome 
and they both pretend the other isn’t there. 

 Gerardine Hawkins     
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We now have confirmation that the next air 
show will held on May 6th, and NANA have 
been invited to set up a food stall. 

The air show continues to be our major 
fundraiser for the year. We will be looking 
for lots of volunteers this year. If we can get 
enough, we will be able to work rosters, to 
make it easier for everyone. It is a Great Day 
out, so call a committee member and volun-
teer Today! 

Some People have all the Luck! 
Readers may recall a previous article where our Secretary Jenny Packwood 
rescued a Wandering Albatross that landed on the deck of a warship steam-
ing back to Jervis Bay. 

Well, continuing her tally of unusual and endangered species, Jenny has 
since had more close encounters, one of which started with a little bit of 
skepticism, when a caller rang in with an owl caught on barbed wire. 

Based on previous calls, Jenny went out expecting to find a Tawny Frog-
Mouth. Instead she found Australia’s largest Owl. A Powerful Owl was 
trapped by just a few feathers on the barbed wire. 

After wrapping the bird in a (large) towel, Jenny was able to determine that 
the bird was being held by a bunch of small wing-feathers, and appeared to 
have no wounds from the barbs. Miraculously, she was able to remove it 
from the wire without removing or damaging any flight feathers. 

The problem was that she then realized she didn’t have a cage large 
enough to carry such a big bird!  So she wrapped it in the towel and placed 
the large bundle carefully on the back seat of her car. But while she was 
ringing to get advice from a more experienced raptor handler, the bird 
made its bid for freedom! 

Returning to the car, Jenny found the Owl perched on the headrest of the 
driver’s seat. She quickly closed the passenger door, and asked the caller 
(who was standing by the Driver’s door) to wind up the window. 

The caller looked at her. Then he looked at the owl. Then he said “You’re 
kidding, right”? 

The owl then jumped on to the steering wheel, looked around, then jumped 
to the open window. Then, without a sound, it launched itself out of the car 
and straight up into the night. 

As the bird had no visible wounds and was capable of free flight, we can 
assume that this self-release was in the best interests of the animal. At least 
the Owl thought so. 

Jenny’s other rescues included a rare Hawksbill Turtle and a large Pacific 
Gull.  The Turtle was transferred to Taronga Zoo (via Australian Seabird 
rescue) as it was severely under weight.  The Pacific Gull, which had a 
large fishing hook embedded in its throat, was transferred to Featherdale 
Wildlife Park, where they had others in care. 

 

 

The male Powerful Owl Ninox 
strenua can grow to as much as 
65cm in length (almost twice the 
size of a Boobook Owl).  With a 
huge 135cm wingspan, and 
weighing in at up to 1700g it is 
Australia’s largest owl, and not 
one to be trifled with! 

They mate for life (over 30 years 
in some cases) and will aggres-
sively defend their nest. 

They hunt other birds, reptiles 
and amphibians, and will often 
take small mammals including 
ringtail possums.  

They sometimes roost holding 
their prey in one talon, preferring 
to consume it the day after the 
kill. 

 Members’  S T O R I E S  
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Wildlife Carers’ alignment with marsupial 
milk formulas borders on religious fervour. 
For years NANA carers in the Shoalhaven 
have used Biolac milk formula for raising 
wombats and kangaroos. Long-term carer 
Kay Brady bravely goes where others fear 
to tread! 

I was introduced to Biolac was when I was 
given my first kangaroo’s over 11 years ago. 
I continued using Biolac for the next 8 years 
without question until about 3 years ago 
when I decided to raise a wombat joey on 
Wombaroo. 

I was pleasantly surprised as to how easy it 
was to use and how well my wombat did on 
it.  She ate grass and pelleted earlier than 
any other wombat I had previously raised. I 
had similar results with the following 4 
wombats I raised on Wombaroo, and now 
would only use Wombaroo for wombats. 

Wombaroo has been used successfully by 
experienced wombat carers for some 20 
years.  Queensland Parks & 
Wildlife Service use Wombaroo 
wombat milk in the recovery 
program for the endangered 
Northern Hairy-nosed wombat. 

This article is not to discredit or 
imply that Biolac is not a great 
milk formula and that animals 
don’t do well on it, my experi-
ence with Biolac tells me other-
wise. Rather, my intent is to dis-
pel some of the myths and ru-
mours in regards to Wombaroo 
milk formula - most of which are 
based on personal opinions and 
not based on fact. 

I have used Wombaroo success-
fully for raising wallabies as well 
as wombats and intend to raise my next 
eastern grey on wombaroo. 

A first time NANA carer of eastern greys 
has now raised her joeys to 7 kilos on 
Wombaroo and had no trouble understand-
ing the Wombaroo approach. Neither of her 
joeys have had any diarrhoea. 

Last year, a small group of NANA members 
attended an excellent workshop on under-
standing Wombaroo milk formula presented 
by Helen George. If enough NANA mem-
bers would like to do this workshop Helen 
would only be too happy to oblige. If you 
are interested contact Heather Davitt our 
Education officer. 

The information in the adjoining column 
was supplied from the manufacturers of 
Wombaroo Marsupial Milk Formulas: 

 

Wombaroo has been successfully producing specific milk replacers for 
marsupials for over 20 years.  

We use the most up-to-date published scientific data, as well as unpub-
lished data (some from our own research facility, which we run in con-
junction with the Adelaide Zoo) to formulate our products.  

As far as we are aware there is no published data on the changes in milk 
composition of wombats. However Wombaroo has conducted its own re-
search into the protein and fat content of the Southern Hairy-nosed Wom-
bat, as well as the growth rates and energy requirements of Juvenile 
Hairy-nosed and Common Wombats. By assessing the quantitative and 
qualitative changes in wombat milk composition in conjunction with the 
energy requirements of juvenile wombats we were able to develop the age-
dependent range of Wombaroo Wombat Milk Replacers.  

Wombaroo is the only company to produce specific milk replacers for dif-
ferent species of marsupial that reflect the different stages of development. 
This is done to make the products as close as possible to the mother’s milk. 

There are very many institutions that have used Wombaroo. The list in-
cludes Taronga, Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth, Dubbo, Werribee, Monarto 
and Australia Zoos, Territory Wildlife Park, Alice Springs Desert Park, 
Gorge Wildlife Park, Currumbin Sanctuary, Caversham Wildlife Park & 
Healesville Sanctuary.  

Wombaroo has supplied individual research-
ers at Universities of Tasmania, New Eng-
land,  Adelaide and Charles Sturt with animal 
foods for their particular studies. Wombaroo 
has supplied milk replacers to the World Soci-
ety for the Protection of Animals for orphaned 
Orangutans in Borneo and to the Northern 
Hairy-nose Wombat recovery program in 
QLD. 

Wombaroo only recommend providing water 
between feeds in hot weather, if the joey is 
dehydrated. The change in “thickness” reflect 
naturally occurring changes in the mother’s 
milk – the level of “hydration” in the Wom-
baroo products is therefore similar to that in 
the wild. We have no evidence of cystitis being 
caused by feeding Wombaroo and believe this 
to be an unjustified conclusion. 

We find it baffling that some carers believe that new carers of wildlife 
should use other brands of formula because the different milk stages of 
Wombaroo are too complicated to comprehend. The milk composition of 
lactating marsupials changes significantly with the age of the joey and 
anyone who is unprepared to reflect these changes in formula is not pro-
viding optimum nutrition. The concept of “freedom of feeding volumes” is 
also strange – as the optimum feed volume is a function of the energy den-
sity in the milk and the metabolic requirements of the animal – given that 
we can calculate both these parameters for our products then we can ad-
vise to feed about that volume. The feed volumes we suggest are not a hard 
and fast rule, but should be used as a guide. 

As the different Wombaroo milks are designed to reflect the changes in the 
composition of the mother’s milk, we do not recommend to feed one stage 
of Wombaroo Milk if the Joey is at a different stage of development. This is 
why a “universal milk formula” based on cow’s is also not an optimal 
representation of a marsupial’s milk. Diarrhoea is a possible symptom 
(one of many) of a less than optimal milk formulation, however there are 
many other factors that can lead to diarrhoea in a joey. 

Milk Formulas   ANOT HER PERSPECTIVE  
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Gerardine Hawkins 
We have had a relatively quiet season, with only 4 babies 
in care and few adult flying foxes needing assistance. The 
local colonies are very well protected from heat stress and 
there is adequate food (flowering gum and native fruit) 
around. 

On Saturday 24th Feb several members went to the edge of 
the Jamberoo colony to film a video on flying foxes, their 
habitat and the role they play in the scheme of things. 
Numbers appear to be well up on previous years. (Maybe 
the northern ones have moved south where they are more 
appreciated by the general public).  

Heather (training officer) and I have planned a special 
training course on Flying foxes & microbats for the Bega 
area in May 2007. So contact me or Heather if you are 
interested. 

We have had quite a 
few microbats in this 
season, including 
this Gould’s long-
eared bat  
Nyctophilus gouldi. 

 

 
The South Coast is home to many species of microbat. 
These fascinating creatures of the night are one of the most 
misunderstood native animals Australia has. What you 
thought you knew is probable wrong, lets dispel a few 
myths: 

 
Microbats are small, their adult weight varies 
between 2 – 170grams depending on species. 

 
There are 33 species of microbat in South East-
ern Australia. 

 
Microbats and Megabats (flying-foxes) are the 
only true flying mammal in the world. They 
make up approximately a quarter of all mam-
mal species. 

 
Microbats are not blind, do not build nests and 
do not try to become tangled in hair. 

 
Microbats can catch up to 500 insects in an 
hour and can consume up to 40% of their body 
weight. Their diet includes moths, terrestrial 
and flying insects, spiders and beetles. Larger 
microbats diet includes frogs, lizards, mice and 
other microbats. 

 
Microbats use echo-location (high frequency 
sounds) to navigate and find food. 

 
Some species roost in caves and large water 
pipes, while others prefer tree hollows or under 
the eaves of houses. 

 
Most microbats in South East Australia go into 
torpor (lower their body temperature to within 
1degree of the ambient air temperature when at 
rest or go into extended torpor (hibernation) 
during the winter months). 

 
Those who regularly attend our general meetings may re-
call that we held a ‘brain storming’ session on 12th July 
2006. The idea was to involve all members in helping to 
plan and shape the future of our association. Quite a num-
ber of people took advantage of the opportunity to propose 
areas for review and improvement. 

We then went through the list and highlighted those things 
we felt that should be given priority. Since that time, ac-
tion has been taken on many of these as follows: 

It was suggested we should do more to attract and retain 
new members. As reported previously, we held a ‘meet the 
members’ Barbeque at the Nowra Animal Park, where we 
enlisted several new members and provided existing 
members with discount entry into the wildlife park. 

It was suggested that NANA should document the various 
roles in NANA.  We have started by creating job descrip-
tions for all committee and coordinators roles. We also 
reinstated the role of the head co-ordinator following that 
session, and John Meany was elected to the role at a sub-
sequent general meeting. 

Another suggestion was that NANA become more active 
in education of the general public – especially children. 
We now participate in the schools education program co-
operatively with Council, vets, RSPCA 

We have incorporated ‘Animal business’ into the monthly 
meeting agenda, and plan for even more guest speakers 

We have started the process of claiming ‘deductible gift 
recipient’ status, which will allow people to claim any 
donations they make to NANA as a tax deduction. 

As you see in on page 4, we have also started the process 
to separate membership rights from the authority to reha-
bilitate wildlife. This will allow us to recruit members who 
want to contribute in ways other than the hands-on reha-
bilitation of wildlife. 

We have started using our web site more effectively so 
people can view our news and download our constitution 
and policies. We will soon have the minutes of our 
monthly meetings available online also. 

Not bad for just over six months! 
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JUNE 2007. EcoFest is to be held 
on 1st & 2nd June helping to high-
light World Environment Day. 

This is going to be a great day with 
many environmental activities such 
as paper making, seed collecting, 
propagating plants, worm farming, 
composting, and solar energy.  

There will be lots of workshops and 
activities with NPWS, Bushcare, 
Shoalhaven Council, Australian 
Plants Society and many others in 
attendance.  

NANA is planning to participate, 
so step forward, and put your think-
ing caps on to find a way to be 
really noticed.  

Maybe we could use a wildlife  
costume, or some cute ideas for the 
kids to dress up as native animals 
using different props.   

 

JULY 2000 TREE DAY 

Grab your shovels and watering 
cans, its tree planting time!  

Join thousands of Australians for 
our largest community tree planting 
event - Planet Ark’s Tree Day.   

Planet Ark have been helping green 
up Australia since 1996 and last 
year’s Tree Day saw the ten mil-
lionth tree planted! 

Schools Tree Day, held on the last 
Friday of July, is a special day for 
Australia’s school children.  

National Tree Day, held on the last 
Sunday of July, is a day for all to 
help out by planting native trees at 
a Tree Day site in their local area. 

With so much of our native wildlife 
becoming endangered or suffering 
the loss of their natural habitats, 
Tree Day is crucial to ensuring we 
do our part to care for our unique 
wildlife. 

Anyone interesting in registering a 
site for Tree Day 2007 or wanting 
to locate their nearest site can call 
the Tree Day Hotline on 1300 88 
5000 or visit  
www.planetark.com/treeday. 

  
  
At the February general meeting, vice president Norm Webb discussed the 
issues around a bird that is becoming a potential pest. But when he said he was 
talking about Miners, most of us thought he meant Mynahs! 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just so there’s no mistake, the bird on the left is the (feral) common Mynah 
(also called Indian Myna) Acridotheres tristis. The picture on the right is the 
Australian Native Noisy Miner Manorina melanocephala. 

The Noisy Miner feeds on nectar, fruits and insects. Very occasionally they 
will eat small reptiles and amphibians 

The Australian Museum says that despite their moderate size (28 cm), Noisy 
Miners aggressively attack larger birds such as hawks and kookaburras. These 
attacks may be so vigorous that most other birds are excluded from an area 
occupied by Noisy Miners.  And therein lays the problem. 

If noisy miners come across 
a garden full of flowering 
grevilleas then chances are 
they will claim it as their 
own, driving away all other 
birds. So you plant a garden 
hoping to attract birds, and 
end up with a garden with 
noisy miners chirping all 
day.  

Some people find Noisy Miners annoying because of their constant 
vocalizations, but their main problem is the impact they have on other birds. 
Both problems arise from a dramatic increase in their abundance resulting 
from the creation of favourable habitat by humans. 

It is not surprising that these aggressive birds will displace many small bodied 
birds such as fairy-wrens and fire-tail finches. What is amazing is that they 
will see off far larger birds including sulphur-crested cockatoos! 

 

What can be done? 

Various research studies have shown that Noisy Miners dominate particularly 
strongly where there is good tree and grass cover, but not many understorey 
shrubs. This is partly because Noisy Miners favour such habitats, but also 
because there is limited shelter for small birds to escape attacks from Noisy 
Miners. Planting dense shrubs, particularly spiky shrubs, may be the best 
strategy for minimizing the negative effects of Noisy Miners and attracting 
small birds into urban gardens. 

Thanks to Norm Webb, Mark David (mdavid.com.au) and the Australian Museum 

Out & ABOUT    
 

Mynahs & MINERS    
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From Page 5 
1. The top part of a turtle’s shell 

is called a carapace  

2. Tadpoles eat plants  

3. Egret plumes are called      
Aigrettes  

4. Barn Owl’s earholes are dif-
ferent sizes and in slightly dif-
ferent places on each side of 
the head  

5. A Koala has 2 thumbs on each 
of its front paws 

6. Pinnipeds are wing-footed ani-
mals, eg seals, sea lions  

7. The NSW fauna emblems are 
Platypus and Kookaburra   

8. A group of magpies is called a 
tribe  

9. The Mulga snake has the 
greatest amount of venom  

10. A birds body temperature is 
normally 3-4 degrees higher 
than that of a mammal 

 

 

Shoalhaven City Council and NANA have applied for a grant through the 
Voiceless grant program.  The objective of the project we have applied for is 
to minimise the impact of the creation and occupation of new development 
areas (previously bush) on native animals through developing and distributing 
education materials to members of the public. 

We aim to achieve this objective by developing a double sided colour A3 edu-
cation brochure that illustrates to new and existing home owners how they can 
do a number of different things to help native animals to survive in urban envi-
ronments.  This brochure will address the practical things home-owners can do 
to facilitate native animals surviving and continuing to use their blocks of 
land.  It is intended that this brochure be distributed with development con-
sents for new dwellings in bushland areas. The brochure will be supported by 
display materials and a media campaign, designed to be launched on National 
Threatened Species Day in September 2007.   

When native bushland is developed, there is potential for many native animals 
to die or be displaced from their homes.  There are a range of things that new 
home owners can do on their block of land before, during and after construc-
tion that can help native animals to continue to survive in a modified land-
scape.  The specific ways this project will actually help animals will be by 
educating new landowners about some of the things they can do so that native 
animals are not displaced, or die from starvation because of habitat removal 
and associated disturbance.   

Preliminary ideas about what could be included in the brochure are:  
·  The amazing diversity of wildlife in this area and how development im-

pacts of these species including some key examples of threatened species 
such as Yellow bellied gliders and Glossy Black Cockatoos 

·  The value of trees, especially those that provide hollows or food for native 
species;  

·  Landscaping with native indigenous species or other suitable native species 
that provide food for displaced animals; 

·  Controlling cats or dogs on the property and in the neighbourhood;  

·  Provision of nest boxes and a water supply for birds;  

·  Discouraging direct feeding of wildlife;  

·  Using appropriate bird netting on fruit trees to avoid impacts on flying 
foxes and birds;  

·  The value of reed vegetation in drains and natural areas for frog habitat;  

·  Using fences that are made of appropriate material to allow animals to con-
tinue to move through an area, including discouraging barbed wire.  

 

Voiceless  G R A N T     
 

Trivia  A N S W E R S    
 

The Last Word (Editorial) 

At a wildlife conference a few years ago, when a high profile speaker suggested that Wildlife Rehabilitation had nothing 
to do with conservation, there were hisses from the audience of several hundred wildlife carers. Interestingly, he has a 
point, but ultimately, he was wrong. Wildlife carers spend their time and money saving individual animals, regardless of 
the status of that species - just as hospitals treat individual humans, even when there is overcrowding and famine. It is 
first and foremost a humane undertaking. Yet there is more to it than that. 

NANA guest speaker Kate Grarock pointed out that that there is a ‘critical mass’ needed for the health and survival of 
Yellow-bellied Gliders. Once numbers fall below a certain number, the population goes into a steep decline, and quickly 
disappears forever. Every individual for a threatened or endangered species makes a difference. Every time wildlife 
groups rescue an endangered animal, we have the opportunity to learn more about them. Each year, hundreds of 
threatened animals are returned to the wild thanks solely to the efforts of wildlife carers. 

Now that groups are working cooperatively through the NSW Wildlife Council, we have a greater ability to raise public 
awareness, and to lobby for the protection of wildlife and their habitat. We have every reason to be proud of what we 
do. We need to continue to keep our eyes on individual animals without losing sight of the big picture. 
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A Wild Life 
Mare Carter 

Foliage Birds – Aus Birds & their favourite plants   
 George Martin Adams 

Amazing Facts about Australian Birds 
Steve Parish 

Guide to Basic Health & Disease in Birds 
Mike Cannon 

Australian Bird Life 
Charles Barrett 

Guide to the most commonly kept Marsupials & native rodents   
Donna Overton 

Australian Birds & mammals 
Frank Haddon 

Identification of chicks, Nestlings and Fledgelings of Australian 
Birds 2006   Norma Henderson WIRES                 New! 

Australian Goannas 
M Vincent, S Wilson 

Illustrated Encyclopaedia of Aust Wildlife 
Michael Morcombe 

Australian Magpie Biology & Behaviour 
Gisela Kaplan 

In the Wild with Harry Butler   
ABC 

Australian Marsupials and other Native Mammals   
Michael Morcombe 

Introduction to the Rescue and Care of Koalas    
NATF / A Koosmen 

Australian Mammals - Biology & Captive Management   
Stephen Jackson 

Jacinta's Dilemma  
Maureen Webb 

Australian Mammals in the wild  
Harry Frauca 

Kangaroo  
Caroline Arnold 

Australian Nature Trail (the) 
Vincent Serventy 

Kangaroos and wallabies of Australia 
Dave Watts 

Australia's Amazing Wildlife 
Bay Books 

Keeping Blue-Tongue Lizards 
Grant Turnter 

Biology of Possums & Gliders 
Goldingay & Jackson 

Keeping Long-Necked Turtles 
Darren Green 

Birds of Australia 
J.D. MacDonald 

Macropology 
Cheryl Dooley 

Birds of the night: owls, frogmouths and nightjars of Aus  
David Hollands 

Marsupials of Tasmania 
Tasmanian Museum 

Care and handling of Aust native animals: emergency 
care & captive management  Suzanne J Hand 

Medical Management of Birds of Prey 
Patrick T Redig 

Care of Australian reptiles in captivity  
John Weigel 

Microbat (Microchiroptera) – The 
G Hawkins 

Care of Australian wildlife 
Erna Walraven 

People & nature conservation: private land use and endangered 
species recovery  Bennett,  Clark & Backhouse 

Caring for Australian native birds 
Heather Parsons 

Nest boxes for wildlife: a practical guide 
A & S Franks 

Caring for Australian Wildlife 
Sharon White 

Raising Archie  
Richard Morecroft 

Caring for Possums 
Barbara Smith 

Rescue, Rehabilitation & Release of Aust Birds 
Chris Lloyd 

Close to Nature 
Lennart Nilsson 

Rescuing the Australian Pelican 
Lance Ferris 

Echidna 
Internet print-out 

Rescue and Basic Care of Blue  tongued Lizards and Eastern Long  
Necked Turtles Carla Jacket 

Fauna of Australia Vol 1a General Articles 
CSIRO 

Small Mammals of NSW 2002                               New! 
Norma Henderson WIRES 

Fauna of Australia Vol 1b Mammalia 
CSIRO 

Techniques for the Treatment of Sick,  Injured or Oiled Penguins  
Rosalind Jessop, Margaret Healy 

Fauna of Australia Vol 2a Amphibia &  
Reptilia  CSIRO 

Threatened and Extinct Birds of Australia 
Stephen Garnett 

Field Guide to Australian Birds 
Michael Morcombe 

What Animal is That? 
Harry Frauca 

Field guide to the birds of Australia 
Simpson & Day 

Wildlife Health Investigations 
 Dr Karrie Rose 

Field guide to the birds of Australia 
Pizzey & Knight 

Woodlands - a disappearing landscape (CSIRO)     New! 
David Lindenmayer, Mason Crane, Damian Michael 

Field guide to the seabirds of Australia & the world   
Tuck & Heinzel 

 

  

NANA Library     B O O K   L I S T 
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  Mobile:    0418 427 214     NANA are proud to be sponsored by: 
  Facsimile: 02 4446 0835     

  Email:   nana@nana.asn.au         International Fund for Animal Welfare   
     National Parks & Wildlife Service    
     Shoalhaven City Council 
     Rustic Caravan Park 
     Shoalnet 
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N.A.N.A. NEWSLETTER                
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NOWRA NSW 2541   
 
 

 
 
        
 
 

..................................................................................................................................................................... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We’re on the web at 
www.nana.asn.au 

   GET THE FULL COLOUR VERSION ONLINE: EMAIL NANA@NANA .ASN.AU 


