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Changes in Wildlife Care 
The last few years have seen some dramatic changes in wildlife care, and as a 
result there has never been a better time for people to get involved.  

Arguably, the changes began with the 2003 Wildlife Carers Conference in Victo-
ria. This brought together carers, vets and researchers from across the country to 
discuss wildlife rehabilitation issues.   

Discussions at this conference eventually led to the creation of state wildlife 
councils in Queensland and New South Wales, with others to follow. 

At least one NANA member has been involved in every conference and we are 
among the founding members of the NSW Wildlife Council. 

What’s in it for us? 
We have been sharing information with other 
wildlife groups, and have been work coop-
eratively on big issues such as opposing de-
velopments, contributing to NPWS stan-
dards, and more. (See box below)  

Within NANA, we are working to raise our 
standards and moving towards more science 
based principles of care, without sacrificing 
the lessons learned over the past 20 or more 
years by our senior carers. We are encouraging members to undertake more edu-
cation, and we are making our meetings far more focused on wildlife issues, and 
less on administration. 

Some things are changed forever 
Always controversial, and never dull - Steve Irwin 
changed the way many people thought about wildlife.  

The ‘Australia Zoo’ and associated wildlife hospital 
provided a new level of wildlife care seldom seen 
anywhere in the world. 

A lot of tears were shed the day Steve died, and even 
more when we watched the memorial. 

His death, and the manner in which he died, shocked 
and saddened people around the world. Those of us in 
wildlife care felt like we’d lost a mate. He could be our 

patron saint, although I imagine he would have laughed at the idea of being 
called a saint! Most of us had never met the man personally, and yet we miss 
Steve, and our sympathies go to those he left behind. 

NSW WILDLIFE COUNCIL 

The bane of many voluntary organisations is the cost of public liability and 
accident insurance. NANA pays around $1800 per annum for our policy. 

Now, just 12 months after its inception, the NSW Wildlife Council (NWC) 
has managed to deliver a huge contribution. It has arranged for one policy 
to cover all wildlife carers who are affiliated with the NWC (over 4,000 
people) and DEC has agreed to foot the bill! 

As a foundation member of the NWC, NANA will be one of the first to bene-
fit from this development, which means more money that can be used di-
rectly for wildlife care. We are proud to be affiliated with NWC, and thank 
them, and the DEC for this most welcome news! 
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Bay & Basin Area 
Suzy Bartlett                  4443 9223 
 
Buxton - Wollondilly Area 
Gisela & Trevor Van Steenbergen      
                                   0411 985044 

Bega, Lower South Coast 
Berice & Ray Alcock   6493 0357 
 
Bendalong, Fishermens Paradise, 
Lake Conjola &  Manyana 
June & Lex Frew           4456 1412 

Callala, Culburra, Gerringong, 
Kiama & Nowra,  
Judy Bailey                    4423 3261 
 
Milton, Mollymook, Termeil, Ul-
ladulla 
Marie & Lou Gardner   4455 4827 
 
Queanbeyan 
Barbara & Bill  
Bateman                         4842 2247 
 
Southern Highlands 
Pamela Maynard            4841 0221 
 
Sussex Inlet 
Jeanette Angus               4441 1398 
 

 
 
 
 

Native Animal Network Association 
P.O. Box 666 
NOWRA NSW 2541 
 
Fax:               4446 0835 
Email:              nana@nana.asn.au 
Mobile:      0418 427 214 
 
President: 
Steve Amesbury 
Phone:                           4446 0042 
 
 
Our Website is: 
www.nana.asn.au 
 
 

 
 
N.A.N.A. Help Line 
Kangaroos or Wallabies 
Kay Brady           4234 0621 
Marie Gardner               4455 4827 
Shirley Lack                  4443 4877 
 

For furless & fine furred Joeys 
Kay Brady            4234 0621 
Shirley Lack                   4443 4877 

Birds; Large or small 
Jeanette Angus              4441 1398 
Marie Gardner               4455 4827 

Wombats 
Kay                   4234 0621 
June                  4456 1412 
Shirley                  4443 4877 

Bats 
Gerry (Coordinator)           4423 1635 
Marie                              4455 4827 

Possums (Ringtail or Brushtail) 
Jeanette Angus               4441 1398 
Karen Jordan                   4443 9302 
Kaye Bromage                4443 8337 

Possums (Gliders) 
Judy Bailey                   4423 3261 
Karen Jordan                   4443 9302 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President:   Steve Amesbury 
Vice Pres:   Norm Webb 
Treasurer:      Lynne Amesbury 
Secretary:   Jenny Packwood 
   John Meany 
Committee:     Judy Bailey 
   Suzanne Bartlett 
   Virginia McLafferty 
  
Head Coordinator 
John Meany            4422 7367 

Phone Coordinator 
Suzy Bartlett            4443 9223 

NANA Librarian 
Yvonne Mason            4443 7076 

Training Coordinator 
Heather Davitt                4423 4271 

  
 

2006 Meetings 
 
12 July 
9  August 
13 September 
11 October 
8  November 
13 December 

 
 
See inside for more information on 
upcoming activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please direct Newsletter queries & 
articles to Steve Amesbury.  

Publicity issues, display issues and 
media enquiries should also be 
forwarded to Steve. 

Phone 4446-0042 or 
samesbury1@optusnet.com.au 
 
 
Disclaimer: 
The opinions expressed in articles 
published in this Newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the organisation 
unless otherwise stated. 
 
NANA is not responsible for any 
errors or omissions in articles 
reproduced from other news sources. 

                                  

QUICK REFERENCE PAGE 
 

 
 
 

Sanctuary Point 
Community Centre 

Paradise Beach Road. 
Sanctuary Point 

 
Time: 7.30 p.m 

Refreshments provided 
 

Come along and meet some 
caring friends 

 

NANA meetings  
2nd Wednesday each month 

 

 AREA COORDINATORS 

 GENERAL     INQUIRIES 

 HELP   LINE  

 COMMITTEE   MEMBERS 

 DATES TO REMEMBER 

 MEDIA   MATTERS 
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On Sunday September 24, we held an information and 
recruitment morning in the car park at the Nowra Wild-
life Park. 

Organised by our Vice President Norm Webb, it was an 
enjoyable and successful event. We gained three new 
family members and two individual members on the day, 
and handed out a number of information packs. 

The photo above was taken early in the day. As you can 
see, members and visitors were enjoying the sunshine 
and the sausage sizzle expertly manned by Norm Webb 
and Colin (Jamie Oliver) Packwood. A little later on, a 
gale blew in, which made things a little less pleasant.  

Pictures from our display started flying around the park. 
Then we lost electricity, putting an end to our audio-
visual display. But when two branches dropped onto (or 
should I say through) the roof of our display tents, we 
decided it was getting a bit too rough. For the safety of 
all concerned we packed our bags and left just after 12. 

A number of existing and new members braved the con-
ditions, and toured through the Nowra Wildlife Park. We 
would like to thank Nick Schilko who allowed NANA 
members entry to the park for half price on the day. 

In terms of recruitment, this has been our most success-
ful one-day event ever. Based on the success of this, we 
might just have a repeat performance at other venues. 

 

Guest Speakers 
Thanks to Nick Schilko from the Nowra Wildlife Park 

who was our guest speaker at the Sep-
tember meeting. Nick told us about his 
long term relationship with wildlife, how 
he had dreamed of owning a zoo since he 
was a small child, and how he made that 
dream a reality. 

He gave an informative presentation on 
reptile keeping, complete with amazing photos. All 
agreed it was interesting and entertaining. Thanks Nick!  

Our November guest speaker will be Chris McGregor 
from Booderee National Park. He will be discussing their 
current research on the effects of bushfire on wildlife 
populations. 

NOTICE   B O A R D 

DONATIONS  
NANA thanks the following people and 
organizations who made donations of 
money or goods to NANA: 

A. Vosti 
P. Hudson 
P. Hardi 
D. Jones 
C. Mead 
P. Noakes 
M. Reader 
Druce DP 
Milton Butchery 
Rotary Club Sussex inlet 
Rustic Caravan Park 
Shoalhaven Council 
 

AREA COORDINATORS  
REMINDER 

Every animal in care must be reported to your 
coordinator. Mammals must be registered with 
your coordinator as soon as they come into 
care, and may be transferred with the coordina-
tor’s permission. 

Volunteers who don’t comply with our rules 
put NANA and the animals at risk, and may 
lose their authority to care for wildlife. 

The list of area coordinators is published on 
page 2 of this newsletter. 
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The following people have joined us since 
the last newsletter 
 

·  Wilma Attard (Milton) 
·  Rachael Brown (Nowra 
·  Sandra Gates (Burril Lake) 
·  Cheryl Guest (Shoalhaven Heads) 
·  Tamara Embling-Marks (Kiama) 
·  Amy Hallam (Nowra) 
·  Dale, Stephen and Jessica (Berrara) 
·  Karen Spencer (Berrara) 
·  Debbie & Chad Moffet (Basin View) 
·  Bronwen Spalding (Basin View) 
·  Dwaine Warnock (Nowra) 

 

 Membership  D R I V E  
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As most people know, 
John Bromage, decided 
not to run for president 
this year, and I was 
honored to stand for 
this position. Apart 
from John, all other 
members of last years 
committee were 
elected unopposed. 

My first duty as president was to award John with a 
beautiful watch in recognition of his work over the last 
decade.  As committee member and then President, John 
watched NANA grow from a handful of carers into what 
it is today. John is organising this year’s Dinner Dance. 
We are grateful to see that he continues to contribute his 
time and energy to the association. Thanks John! 

We forget sometimes that the committee is made up of 
ordinary volunteers, who like all of us, have our hands 
full with rescues, rehabilitation, fundraising and so on. 
Yet this group is prepared to give even more of their 
time. So I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of 
those people who agreed to take on additional 
responsibilities once again.  

The committee has listened to input from members and 
has already started making changes to make membership 
in this association more rewarding and enjoyable.  Some 
examples include: 
·  Our meetings focus on wildlife rehabilitation issues 
·  We are inviting more guest speakers to meetings 
·  The Newsletter, Minutes of meetings, constitution, 

and policies are now available on our website 
·  Rather than just appointing non-executive positions 

from within, we have invited expressions of interest 
from all members 

·  We are looking at more functions that are educational 
and fun for our members 

·  We have stepped up our efforts to recruit new 
members 

I am happy to note that we have recently signed up 14 
new members, including some experienced wildlife 
carers, and we are processing even more applications. So 
NANA is continuing to grow in numbers and expertise! 

So let’s all focus on doing what we do best – working as 
a team to protect and care for wildlife. And let’s have 
some fun doing it. 
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Flying Fox and Microbat carers across NSW regularly 
keep in contact via an online forum (actually a list-
server) known as FFICN. 

One of the most common topics this spring is ‘where are 
all the Flying Foxes’? 

Every year Flying Fox camps move to take advantage of 
the weather and food sources. On the South Coast, Fly-
ing Foxes usually set up camps at Bugong, Yatte-Yattah, 
Comerong Island, and sometimes at Bomaderry Creek. 

So far this year, only the Commerong Island camp has 
arrived, and even this is not in its usual place. 

Also by this time, carers normally start seeing Flying 
Fox pups come into care, with a ‘peak’ around Novem-
ber. But this year there are only a handful of young bats 
in care anywhere in NSW. 

What is going on? 

The thing is, no-one knows. It may be a string of coinci-
dences, or maybe their behaviour has changed (the bats 
that is not the carers). 

It is an intriguing situation, and one we will be keeping a 
close eye on. In the meanwhile, we have had a working 
bee (or two) tidying up the Jamberoo release cage ready 
for the new season. This facility doubles as a raptor flight 
area over autumn and winter, but in spring the soft mesh 
comes down as we prepare for bat season. 

In the unlikely even of the bats not arriving at all, we 
would not be able to use this new facility for bat releases 
this year, which could result in more long drives up the 
coast. So we are all hoping to see the bats arrive soon! 

 President’s   M E S S A G E   Flying Fox   R E P O R T  

Help us save t rees!  

Did you know that this newsletter is now available for download from our website?  By electing to receive the online 
version, not only do you reduce paper waste and help NANA save money, you get the newsletter earlier and in full  
glorious colour!  To subscribe to the online newsletter, please email us at nana@nana.asn.au and we will start sending 
you notifications as from the next issue. 
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Every year NANA has one big 
night out and that is the annual 
Dinner Dance. 

This year it is on November 11 at 
the usual venue – The St Georges 
Basin Community Centre in Meri-
ton Street. Plan to be there at about 
6:30 for a 7:00pm start. 

$25 gets you a delicious dinner and 
entertainment through popular local 
entertainer ‘Impact One’. 

It is a BYO event, so bring your 
own beer, wine, dancing shoes and 
energy! 

It is also a fundraiser, so there will 
be raffles, a charity auction and the 
favorite coin-toss. John tells us he 
has some other surprises up his 
sleeve, so it promises to be an in-
teresting and entertaining evening. 

So phone your friends, contact your 
neighbors, and gather your work-
mates.  Book a table – or two, and 
lets have a whole lot of fun. 

Book early to avoid disappoint-
ment. Bookings should be made by 
calling Kaye Bromage on 4443-
8337 

To help us out, we would appreci-
ate payment by the end of October. 
Remember that this is a major 
fund-raiser for the group, so we 
hope to see you there! 

 

We have really been busy with training and education 
this year. As a small, but widely distributes group, it 
is difficult to address the training needs of all our 
members, which is why we recognize the training 
courses of other wildlife groups, and actively encour-
age ALL our members to keep their skills up to date. 

Since the last newsletter, we have conducted several 
training courses including “Bat Basics”, “Telephone techniques” and “Macro-
pods”.  A number of members also attended a Possum care course presented 
by one of the pioneers of wildlife rehabilitation, Helen George.  A week later, 
NANA members outnumbered WIRES members at the “Blue-Tongue Lizard 
and Long-Necked Turtle” course run by WIRES member Carla Jacket in Kan-
garoo Valley. In mid October some NANA members also attended a Wombat 
course run by Illawarra WIRES. 

Our education efforts also extend to raising awareness of wildlife issues in the 
wider community. NANA Training Officer Heather Davitt, together with Ger-
ardine Hawkins, are presenting a series of school based education talks as part 
of a wider education effort involving Shoalhaven Council, local veterinarians, 
the RSPCA and NANA.  

Gerardine and Steve Amesbury also gave a talk at the ‘Watersleigh’ Anglican 
Centre to students from St Andrews College (Sydney). This is the second year 
we have been invited to give a presentation to these students, outlining the 
valuable work done by wildlife rehabilitators, and the challenges we face as an 
organisation.  

And if that’s not enough, we have recently given talks as guest speakers for a 
range of organisations including the Jervis Bay Plant Society, and will soon be 
talking to the Nowra Rotary club. 

As we go to press, two “Basic rescue” courses are being organized for the 
new members, on November 13 and 20.  

For those interested, WIRES is planning some courses soon including Reptile 
Rescue courses in Wollongong on 2nd & 3rd December and Goulburn on 9th 
and 10th December (Cost $110). There is also a WIRES Raptor course in 
Goulburn on 25th and 26th November ($88). Places are strictly limited, and 
applications close soon, so if you are interested contact Heather on 4423 4271 
soon.  

If anyone is interested in specialist courses, contact Heather as we have a 
range of options, including some self-study courses available.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.   

 

Dinner   D A N C E 
 

 Training  A N D  E D U C A T I O N  

Competitions 
 We plan to hold some competitions at future meetings, starting in 
  December. Our first will be a photography competition. 

.   Anyone who wants to enter can bring a photo to the 
     meeting. You may enter as many  
    photos as you like. 

    We will set aside a table to hold any 
   entries.   Each entry will be given a  number and
   everyone who attends the meeting will be asked
   to vote for their favourite photo.  

  If you can’t make the meeting, you can post the photo to
  us, or even email it if it is a digital photo. The only  
  conditions are that the photo must have been taken by a
  member of NANA, and it must be relevant to wildlife. 

 A small prize will be offered to the best photographs 
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On an online wildlife forum re-
cently, a few disgruntled mem-
bers from different wildlife rehab 
groups were complaining that 
associations were forcing them to 
comply with too many rules. 

It got us wondering, so 
we had a look at 
NANA’s rules. Some 
were clarified and 
documented when we 
reviewed the constitu-
tion in 2005, but we 
have not introduced any 
new rules for some 
time. 

Our rules can be 
broken down into: 

1. Those that are 
imposed on us by 
law, or by condi-
tions in our licence. 

2. Regulations that 
allow us to manage 
the affairs of NANA. 

3. Animal welfare regulations. 

For example, it is a rule that our 
volunteers agree to have their fa-
cilities inspected from time to 
time by a person appointed by 
the committee. This is to ensure 
high standards of care (hygiene, 
appropriate housing etc). 

Most of our rules have been in 
place for many years, and over 
the past 12 months we have made 
moves to ensure they are being 
complied with. 

An overwhelming majority of 
members voted to ratify our rules 
in 2005, and continue to work 
happily and effectively within 
those rules. 

NANA has continued to raise the 
standards of our association. 
Our rules and regulations con-
tribute towards the welfare of 
wildlife in care and the smooth 
running of the association, so we 
make no apologies for our efforts 
to enforce them. 

For details of our rules, 
download the constitution from  
www.nana.asn.au 

 

 

Pets and Wildlife 
It is no surprise that many wildlife carers own pets. So ask them how well pets 
and wildlife mix, and you can expect some very different opinions. 

The Native Animal Network has a strict policy on this issue, which is simply 
that pets (and livestock) must be kept separate from captive wildlife. (By 
‘wildlife’ we mean native animals from the wild). 

While some people might find pictures like this 
cute, wildlife rehabilitators should be horrified!  

The main reason for keeping pets and wildlife 
separated is to prevent the captive animals from 
forming a bond with pet species like dogs and cats. 

Your pet may never be a threat, but when the 
native animal is released, it may not recognise a 
dog or cat as a potential predator, and may become 
easy prey for feral cats or wild dogs. 

We have all heard stories of the Kangaroo that was 
raised next to a dog, but was wary of other dogs 
after release. But we also have documented evi-
dence of Kangaroos being torn apart by dogs after 
being raised with pet dogs. 

Carers put a lot of their time (and money) into 
rehabilitating wildlife. It is imperative to remember 
that our role is to prepare animals for release. Re-

leased wildlife must have a level of health, stamina, ability and behaviour that 
will allow them to survive in the wild. 

Another reason for keeping pets completely separate from wildlife is that there 
have been cases of disease and parasites being transmitted from wildlife to 
domestic animals, and vice-versa. Exotic diseases can be transmitted from 
caged birds to birds in care, and wild birds that carry diseases such as ‘Beak 
and Feather’ and ‘Hexamita’ are known to have infected aviary birds. 

“Wildlife must have a level of health, stamina, ability 
and behaviour that will allow them to survive” 

These rules are in place to ensure that wildlife are released fit and healthy, able 
to fend for themselves in the wild. 

So, having a pet does not disqualify you from being a wildlife carer. But you 
must ensure your pets don’t come into contact, or even close proximity to cap-
tive wildlife.  This is most important for cats and dogs, which are species that 
are known to prey on wildlife in the wild. 

 

 

TOO   MANY RULES?  
 

Knowing when to let go….  

Under our licence, wildlife may only be held for rehabilitation purposes. 
As soon as they are ready, they must be released 

Individual members do not have a licence, but are authorized under the 
terms of NANA’s licence. To protect the credibility and the standards of 
our association, NANA members must never: 

·  Keep wildlife for any reason other than rehabilitation* 
·  Breed or sell wildlife 

In addition to embarrassing the association and adversely affecting the 
animal’s welfare, members who do the wrong thing for wildlife risk being 
asked to leave the association, and may even face fines from DEC. 

* Except where express written authorization has been given 



 
   Page 7 
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D.A.S.H is a local voluntary group 
comprising of a few ladies who 
make and sell jams at several of our 
local markets. 

With the money raised their 
aim is to purchase items that 
would assist other voluntary 
organizations in the work they 
do. 

Recently D.A.S.H purchased 
an “intensive care unit” valued 
at nearly $3000, in recognition 
and support of her long term 
care of wildlife through the 
Native Animal Network. 

This was presented to Karen 
by Cheryl, with a representa-
tive from the local newspaper 
present, who ran the story. 

Karen would like to thank 
D.A.S.H, for their generosity.  

. 

 

 

Cheap Teats 

 

Wildlife carers are always on the 
lookout for a bargain, tyring to re-
duce the expense of rehabilitating 
wildlife. 

Recently we found a Queensland 
based company selling teats for 
only 75cents each. The minimum 
order is ten teats. As postage is $1 
it makes sense to order in bulk. 

According to the maker Desliegh, 
the teats are dipped three times, and 
will last longer than most other 
commercially available teats.  

Visit their website, or perhaps get 
together to put in a group order. For 
more information, go to: 

www.longgrasssystems.com.au/Teats.php 

 

It’s been a busy time for possum carer Karen Jordan, some of the animals that 
have come into care since our last newsletter include:  

·  A tiny furless Brushtail who’s mother was killed on power lines. “Shel-
ley” came into care cold, jaundice and with a large wound on her hind leg 
from the electrocution. She is doing as well as could be expected. She is 
on 2 hourly feeds around the clock. Her condition has improved, the jaun-
dice has gone and the wound is healing. In these cases it’s often  the dam-
age done internally which is of concern. 

·  Two furless Brushtails, 
both under 50 grams 
eyes still sealed, both 
mothers killed due to 
poisoning, one mother 
had been dead for some 
time. Both joeys came 
from smelly pouches and 
showed obvious signs of 
poisoning. Both are now 
over 150 grams, eyes 
now unsealed, starting to 
fur lovely and down to 6 
feeds per day.  

·  Others whose mothers 
had been killed on the 
roads, found by passing 
motorists who stopped to 
check.  This includes 
little Tara who was 
found in her mothers 
pouch, her eyes were 
just unsealed and she 
had severe injuries that 

went down to the bone. There was a large concern about a bone infection 
but she is now a thriving healthy joey that hasn’t looked back. 

·  Another furless Brushtail around 80 grams, eyes sealed that was left in the 
dead mothers pouch over night and it was midday the next day before we 
were contacted. Her eyes are now unsealed and she is doing well.  

·  We also have 2 juvenile Yellow-bellied Gliders that are now old enough 
to go into an outside aviary. These are classified as vulnerable. They are 
both thriving and it shouldn’t be long before they are ready to be released.  

 Releases 

Some releases from in the last period include: 

·  An Eastern Pygmy Possum (these are also classified as a vulnerable spe-
cies), that was trapped prior to land clearing. On arrival she had furless in 
her pouch, not much bigger than the end of her teats. She was in care while 
the land was cleared and the weather warmed (they go into torpor in the 
colder months) and now released with her natural food source now more 
available.  

·  Sugar gliders – one that was found on top of a washing machine. 

·  Feathertail glider – one spotted sitting on top of the computer. It was be-
lieved the cat had bought it in. 

·  3 groups, 10 in all of Brushtail Possums that were hand raised most from 
furless or fine furred with the exception of 1. He had come off his mothers 
back and had fallen down the wall cavity in a house. He fitted in lovely 
with the others in care making it a group of 4.  

Hello   POSSUMS 
 

Eastern Pygmy Possum – Photo: Michael Smith 
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Albinos 
Suggested by Merilyn Meaney 
 
It is a rare event for an albino animal to come into care, but it does happen. 
This rare albino Microbat (left) was taken into care by Far North Queensland 
Wildlife Rescue. 

In Victoria, ‘Casper’ the white wombat was taken from the pouch when the 
mother (a normal coloured wombat) was hit and killed by a car. It was found 
near Wilson’s Promontory, where the only other two known albino wombats 
were found. Casper was hand raised by carers from Wildlife Victoria. 

Featherdale Park has a pure white Brushtail possum, which was removed from 
a roof in Sydney’s North Shore. While not technically an albino (it does not 
have red eyes) it is a very rare and beautiful animal. 

Albinism is caused by a recessive gene that prevents or reduces the production 
of melanin, which is necessary for normal skin pigmentation. Pale white skin, 
white fur and pink eyes are the result. Melanin helps protect against damage 
from ultra-violet radiation, so albinos are sensitive to sunlight and may have 
vision problems. Albinism also defeats the animal’s ability to camouflage. So 
for all these reasons it is rare to see albinos in the wild. 

Albinism occurs in mammals, reptiles, birds, amphibians and fish. But as it is 
caused by a rare recessive gene, it needs both parents to carry that gene for the 
animal to be borne as an albino. 

In Australia, we have seen albino Kangaroos, Wallabies, Possums, Snakes, 
Lizards, Echidnas (and people!).  Ivory, the an albino echidna is kept at the 
Australian Reptile Park on the central coast, and many wildlife parks hold al-
bino kangaroos and wallabies.  

Reptile keepers may pay a few hundred dollars for a pet snake, but will often 
pay ten times the price for an albino of the same species.   

In humans, it is estimated that only one person in 17,000 have some type of 
albinism, although as many as one in 75 may carry the recessive gene. 

Myths and legends 
While Moby Dick was a legendary white whale, an albino humpback whale 
known as Migaloo (Aboriginal for ‘white lad’) has been sighted up and down 
the East Coast on numerous occasions. 

It is a myth that albinos are sterile. In fact albinos are fully capable of repro-
ducing. Interestingly, Edward the confessor, King of England from 1042 to 
1066 was an albino! 

We would like to thank FNQ Wildlife Rescue and John Fowler for use of their photos. 
 

  
 
 
 

    I T ’ S  G O N N A  B E  All White 
 

Have you seen an interesting or unusual animal? 

If you have rescued an unusual animal, 
please let us know. We are always af-
ter stories about interesting rescues or 
unusual animals for the newsletter. 

In the past we have run stories about 
the rescue of a Wandering Albatross, a 
Kangaroo out at sea, and a Rosella in 
a lighthouse.  

Send us your stories and photos to nana@nana.asn.au and we will print 
your articles in an upcoming issue! 
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Imping is a process used to repair 
damaged feathers. The technique was 
first practiced during medieval fal-
conry, as trained hawks and falcons 
were highly prized as sporting birds.  
Many raptors (birds of prey) rely on 
high speed and precision to catch 
their prey. Even slight deformities in 
the feathers can make the difference 
between a successful kill and a near 
miss – and that can mean the differ-
ence between life and death. 

For most others, the integrity of their 
feathers is not as vital. We see many 
birds leading a normal life with nu-
merous feathers missing. The tech-
nique can be used on other birds 
where the damage to flight feathers is 
severe. 

The process has changed little since 
medieval times. The new feather is 
grafted onto the broken feather shaft 
usually by means of a wooden "pin" 
and glue. If the bird is in good health, 
it can then be released back to the 
wild, able to soar high in the sky and 
hunt for food. New feathers will 
grow out to replace the imped ones 
during the bird's normal moult. 

Ideally, the feather used to replace 
the damaged one should come from a 
bird of the same species, size and 
from the same wing. Raptor special-
ists tend to have a treasure trove of 
wings in their freezer, so that when 
they need a feather, they know what 
bird, which wing, and which feather 
they are using. 

So if you have a bird of prey that 
doesn’t survive, it is a good idea to 
remove the wings and freeze them, or 
ask a raptor carer if they want them 
for their collection. 

Which brings up the subject of what 
wildlife carers keep in their freezer, 
but maybe that’s a story for another 
day! 

 
 
Margie Robson, a NANA member for over ten 
years, is certainly not one for blowing her own 
trumpet. 

The fact that one of our own was awarded the 
Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) for her 
charity work could almost have slipped by un-
noticed if Ray Alcock hadn’t brought this to our 
attention, 

In June this year, Margie was recognised for 
“service to the communities of Merimbula and 
Jindabyne through amateur musical theatre 
productions, fundraising for charitable causes, 
and through church and aged care groups”. 

In fact, about the only way we could get her to 
talk about this extraordinary recognition was to 
promise we would not make a big deal of it. 

Margie began creating her own musicals as a 
fund-raiser over 35 years ago in Jindabyne, and continued her work when she 
later moved to the South Coast. 

The money raised is donated through the Anglican Church to some of its out-
reach programs, and beneficiaries have included the Tsunami appeal, Angli-
care and individuals needing help for cancer treatment. 

She says her latest production is ‘loosely’ based on the lives of Rasputin and 
Alexandra. Margie admits that her show, which is a light comedy, takes a bit 
of poetic licence when it comes to history. That show will open in May 2007, 
and it sounds like it will be a fun night out. 

The logistics are interesting with a cast of 17, a backstage crew of 10, plus a 
choreographer, costume designer and more. Amongst her many roles, Margie 
writes the story, writes some of the music, and directs the whole affair. 

I promised Margie not to make a big deal of her award, so I will just end this 
article by saying that we are proud to have someone like you in our group. 

South Coast Fundraiser 
Talking about raising funds, the South Coast Branch is just about ready for 
their biggest fundraiser the Trash & Treasure day. 

Anyone who is in the area on Re-
membrance Day (November 11) 
should make an effort to get down 
there and help out, or at least sup-
port their efforts. If you have some 
goods that you no longer need (like 
those punch bowl sets you were 
given for your wedding, and still 
haven’t opened) well, this is your 
opportunity to donate them to a 
good cause! 

So remember the date and be there! 

   

   

 Imp!     I T ’ S  A N   Honour    

NANA Trash and Treasure Fundraiser 

November 11  9 AM  

Bemboka Memorial Hall 
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It was one of those brilliant, sunny 
September mornings, when a small 
caravan of cars pulled up alongside a 
farm gate in Brundee. 

It was certainly better 
weather than the last 
time these people 
were here. 

On that occasion, it 
was absolutely pelt-
ing down. NANA 
volunteers Gerardine 
Hawkins,  Lynne & 
Steve Amesbury had 
been at home enjoy-
ing a meal with 
friends from Illawarra 
WIRES and the 
Northern Tablelands 
Wildlife Carers when 
Judy Bailey rang to 
ask for help. 

Judy had found a 
Wedge-tailed Eagle on the ground on 
a large property across the road from 
her house. It may have been unable 
to fly, but it certainly could run! 

So this intrepid band of NANA car-
ers, plus Alan and Carole Rose from 
Northern Tablelands, clambered over 
(and under) the barbed wire fence in 
the pouring rain, forming a huge cir-
cle around the bird of prey, and 
started closing in. 

 

The Eagle knew what we were up to, 
and ran off at a pace, with its charac-
teristic gangly bounce. As we closed 
in, the raptor dashed to a small patch 
of bush. Unluckily for the bird, it was 
a blackberry bush, which quickly 
ensnared it better than any trap we 
could devise. 

Quick as a flash Steve dived into the 
bush and covered the eagle’s head 
with a blanket.  Alan Rose, his arm in 
a sling from a recent procedure, 
helped the others free the bird (and 
Steve) from the blackberry bush.  

 

 

Safely in care, although looking decidedly wet and bedraggled, the eagle was 
transported to local veterinarian Steve Henry. X-rays clearly showed shotgun 
pellets lodged in its wing and leg. We looked at each other, hardly believing 
that someone could do such a thing 

The Vet felt that a proce-
dure to remove the pellets 
would do more harm than 
good, so it was decided to 
treat the bird for infection, 
and see how it would do 
with some R&R. 

So the next day, it was 
driven up to the property 
of Peter Nolan, NANA’s 
most experienced raptor 
specialist. 

Peter explained that this 
was a juvenile, and that 
the two other eagles seen 
nearby during the rescue 
would have been its par-
ents, but that this bird was 

old enough to make it independently. 

The Eagle was a guest at Peter’s house for the next ten days, as it was fed, and 
administered antibiotics. Then it was taken to the joint NANA/WIRES bat 
release facility, which doubles as a raptor aviary in the off-season. 

Only three weeks after the rain-soaked rescue, the Wedge-Tail was ready for 
release, which is why we were gathered once again at Brundee, on a fine and 
sunny spring morning. 

Judy Bailey walked over as Peter Nolan turned up in his van, closely followed 
by Gerardine, Lynne and Steve. Together they heaved the huge carry cage 
over the fence, and lugged it over until they were close to where the Eagle was 
captured three weeks earlier.  

We wasted no time. Peter set down the cage and opened the door. The raptor 
didn’t intend to hang around. Within a few seconds, it took a few strides and 
stood momentarily in front of the cage. No longer wet and bedraggled, the 
wind caused the feathers on its head to stand up for a second, looking almost 
like a golden mane. Then it spread its massive wings and took flight, watched 
by five volunteers with huge grins. 

The bird wheeled around and landed in a tree in Judy’s front yard, where it sat, 
ignoring the magpies and pee-wees that came to harass it from above.  

Judy made us all a cup of tea, and we sat outside where we could watch the 
eagle, feeling pretty proud of ourselves. Suddenly Peter pointed up and said 
“Look, mum and dad are back”. We all looked up and saw them, high in the 
air above us. If the young eagle saw them, he gave no indication. 

A few minutes later, he leapt from the tree and took flight. The Eagle seemed 
totally oblivious of the magpie and raven that pursued, as he found a nearby 
thermal and started to rise in slow, effortless circles. 

Within minutes he left his pursuers behind. A few minutes more and he was 
just a tiny figure in the blue, heading west, in the same direction its parents 
had gone a short while earlier. 

Then Peter said what we were all thinking. “Today is a pretty good day”. 

Pictures: Left, Alan Rose with his arm in a sling comes up behind the injured raptor in 
an open paddock. Main: Gerardine Hawkins and Lynne Amesbury look on as the 
Wedge-tail takes flight. A few scruffy tail feathers are all he has to show for his trials. 

O N  T H E  Wings of an Eagle  
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A Wild Life Mare Carter 

Amazing Facts about Australian Birds Steve Parish 

Australian Bird Life Charles Barrett 

Australian Birds & mammals Frank Haddon 

Australian Goannas M Vincent, S Wilson 

Australian Magpie Biology & Behaviour Gisela Kaplan 

Australian Marsupials and other Native Mammals Michael Morcombe 

Australian Mammals - Biology & Captive Management Stephen Jackson 

Australian Mammals in the wild Harry Frauca 

Australian Nature Trail (the) Vincent Serventy 

Australia's Amazing Wildlife Bay Books 

Baby Bird Identification 2003 Ed Norma Henderson 

Biology of Possums & Gliders Goldingay & Jackson 

Birds of Australia J.D. MacDonald 

Birds of the night: owls, frogmouths and nightjars of Aus David Hollands 

Care and handling of Aust native animals: emergency care & captive management Suzanne J Hand 

Care of Australian reptiles in captivity John Weigel 

Care of Australian wildlife Erna Walraven 

Caring for Australian native birds Heather Parsons 

Caring for Australian Wildlife Sharon White 

Caring for Possums Barbara Smith 

Close to Nature Lennart Nilsson 

Echidna Internet print-out 

Fauna of Australia Vol 1a General Articles CSIRO 

Fauna of Australia Vol 1b Mammalia CSIRO 

Fauna of Australia Vol 2a Amphibia & Reptilia CSIRO 

Field Guide to Australian Birds Michael Morcombe 

Field guide to the birds of Australia Simpson & Day 

Field guide to the birds of Australia Pizzey & Knight 

Field guide to the seabirds of Australia & the world Tuck & Heinzel 

Foliage Birds – Aus Birds & their favourite plants George Martin Adams 

Illustrated Encyclopaedia of Aust Wildlife Michael Morcombe 

Guide to Basic Health & Disease in Birds Mike Cannon 

Guide to the most commonly kept Marsupials & native rodents Donna Overton 

In the Wild with Harry Butler ABC 

Introduction to the Rescue and Care of Koalas NATF / A Koosmen 

Jacinta's Dilemma Maureen Webb 

Kangaroo Caroline Arnold 

Kangaroos and wallabies of Australia Dave Watts 

Keeping Blue-Tongue Lizards Grant Turnter 

Keeping Long-Necked Turtles Darren Green 

Macropology Cheryl Dooley 

Marsupials of Tasmania Tasmanian Museum 

Medical Management of Birds of Prey Patrick T Redig 

Microbat (Microchiroptera) - The G Hawkins 

Nest boxes for wildlife: a practical guide A & S Franks 

People & nature conservation: private land use and endangered species recovery Bennett,  Clark & Backhouse  

Raising Archie Richard Morecroft 

Rescue, Rehabilitation & Release of Aust Birds C Lloyd 

Rescuing the Australian Pelican Lance Ferris 

Rescue and Basic Care of Blue tongued Lizards and Eastern Long  Necked Turtles Carla Jacket 

Techniques for the Treatment of Sick, Injured or Oiled Penguins Rosalind Jessop, Margaret Healy 

Threatened and Extinct Birds of Australia Stephen Garnett 

What Animal is That? Harry Frauca 

Wildlife Health Investigations Dr Karrie Rose 

NANA Library     B O O K   L I S T 


